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SALT & SAND STORAGE

LONG SERVICE LIFE.
COVERED.

Our hot dip galvanized structures and  
optional Super Shield rubberized coating 

protect against corrosion associated
with salt and sand storage.

With no reshingling required, and low
operational and maintenance costs in

comparison to the traditional dark salt & 
salt dome, a Calhoun structure will assure 

you that your investment is protected.

Our free-span interiors reach up to
200 ft. wide and have an overhead

clearance space that easily
accomodates your large machinery.

Our Strength is in our Structure.                calhounsuperstructure.com  1-800-265-3994

Calhoun expertly engineers and manufactures corrosion resistant,  

fabric-covered structures to provide protection for your road  

salt and sand stock. Our naturally bright, hot dip galvanized

structures have an exceptional return on investment

and are built to last.



                 

PURPOSE. 
PERFECTED.

®

PURPOSEDUAL
( O R G A N I C S  SOL ID  WASTE )

SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT.
PurposePerfected.com/x2

15-0499

·  newwaytrucks.com  ·

ROTO PAC  
®

40” LIQUID TIGHT HOPPER 
liquid-tight hopper allows you  

to fill up to 40” high.

UNMATCHED COMPACTION
First mobile compactor of its 
kind to offer 23,000 lbs. of 

torque in a screw-type auger.

HOPPER BODY DISPLACEMENT
ROTO PAC®’s hopper 

displacement ranks 20% higher 
than any other ASL system.

BEST LEGAL PAYLOAD 
Easily handles up to 13 tons of 

Organic or MSW payload.

MOST MANEUVERABLE  
AUTOMATED SIDE LOADER 

Get into, and out of, the 
tightest spaces with ease.

JOIN THE REVOLUTION with ROTO PAC
®  

The first automated, auger-driven Organics and MSW 
collection vehicle in the world. ROTO PAC ROTO PAC 
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T
wo web articles caught my eye 
recently. Th ey’re both new takes 
on a frustrating theme: munici-
pal bankruptcy and community 
deterioration.

Th e fi rst focuses on a poster child for 
municipal bankruptcy: Detroit, Mich. Chap-
ter 9 proceedings for the Motor City’s case 
came to a close in late 2014, and Wayne State 
University’s WDET.org posted a thoughtful 
blog Nov. 30 about the questions it raises 
regarding the state’s responsibility in such 
situations. In the post, Michigan Munici-
pal League Chief Operating Offi  cer Tony 
Minghine paints a picture of communities 
handcuff ed by a state that for 50 years has 
pushed budget problems down the line to 
its municipalities, which are now collapsing 
under the suff ocating weight.

Th e underlying, broken fi nance model isn’t 
just Detroit specifi c, Minghine is quoted as 
saying, but really statewide. “… People don’t 
really realize that we have a system that 
doesn’t really set communities up for suc-
cess,” he adds.

Harrisburg, Pa., owes its bankruptcy in 
part to the same kind of debt fraud that 
brought down Detroit. Th e state is in the 
process of trying to install safeguards to 
prevent the kind of transactions that led 
to Harrisburg’s troubles. One journalist, 
Steven Malanga, senior fellow at the Man-
hattan Institute and senior editor of City 
Journal, has pointed out that if lawmakers 
balk at being as responsive as Pennsylva-
nia in the face of a need for fi nance reform, 
citizens can and should take action as well, 
using tools like a ballot referendum.

Refl ecting on the heart of the Harrisburg 
ordeal and its legacy, Malanga said in a Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette piece:

“A Pennsylvania newspaper once described 
(former mayor) Stephen Reed as a mayor 
who ‘never met a bond deal he didn’t like.’ 
Give a politician the chance to pile up debt on 
favored projects without answering directly 
to voters, and no one should be surprised if 
he takes advantage of it. Th at’s why the 
history of state and local fi nance 
is fi lled with reform moments.”

Certainly, there’s a ground-
swell of support for 
making the most of the 
reform moments dotting 
the map of municipali-
ties across the country 
today. Th e conversation should 
be about how states can better 
shore up the underpinnings of 

their well-being: their cities and towns. It 
seems to me that the alternative is kind of 
like having healthy legs, but two injured feet. 
You can’t walk, jump, dance or ride a bike 
in that condition, and our cities can’t thrive 
that way either.

 Minghine, too, gives a nod to the fact 
that we’re trying to operate with municipal 
budgets that “would have been appropri-
ate decades ago, but are not enough to meet 
today’s community needs as the costs of pro-
viding services continue to increase.” You all 
know how that feels.

On page 28 of this issue of Th e Municipal, 
see how fi nancial desperation is manifesting 
itself in Missouri. Th ere, cities and counties 
are facing off  over a sales tax that was chal-
lenged in court and demonstrating just how 
fi nance constraints are giving way to tooth-
and-nail budget battles that aren’t likely to 
dissipate soon.

Finance reform needs to be 
addressed now before more of our 

budgets collapse. We’re out 
of the crisis mode brought 

on the by recession: I 
hope we’re using this 
time of greater calm 
to lay the groundwork 
that will force much-

needed changes in the 
relationships between states, 

municipalities and their critical 
fi nancing issues. 

Budgets, fi nance, bankruptcy and reform

Jodi Marlin | Editor

December 2015
2016 Outlook
Deadline Friday, November 13

The Premier  Magazine For America’s Municipalities 

Public WorksPublic Works
inside:Is your crew ready for in-house bridgework?New technology in potholes

How Niagara Falls  bounced back

City/Town  
Management Inside:

Military mayor
Do you need a lift?

Hoarder fires
Maximum Memorial Days

The Premier  Magazine For America’s Municipalities 

North Edition
The Premier  Magazine For America’s Municipalities 

Budget & Finance

Inside:
Louisiana’s asset 
management pool
The risks of user fees
Future cities contest

Upcoming Editorial Calendar
February 2016
Streets & Snow
Deadline Monday, January 4

March 2016
Fleet Service & Management
Deadline Monday, February 1

Call yoUr MUniCipal salEs rEprEsEntativE today

(866) 580-1138
Ask for Municipal Sales

www.themunicipal.com
The Premier MAGAZINE FOR AMERICA’S MUNICIPALITIES

April 2016
Firefighting & EMS
Deadline Monday, February 29

Sh
ut

te
rs

to
ck

 p
ho

to

8  THE MUNICIPAL | JANUARY 2016

Editor’s NoteM

http://www.themunicipal.com


Folding Frame Tanks • Self-Supporting Tanks
Covers • Cargo Netting

918-333-2000 • 800-260-9950 • www.HuskyPortable.com

on tanks and
salvage covers!

Portable Water Tanks
• Easy Lift Handles mounted to the floor of the tank  

(US Patent No. 8,746,478 and other patents pending)
• Quick Dump (optional feature)  

(US Patent No. 8,733,579)
• PRO500™ (Patent Pending) Liner/Tank added 

bladders for more capacity
• Lifetime warranty on welds & welded seams
• Registered, exclusive Exlon material
• Pinch-free design            • Superior heavy duty
• Laser-cut hinge design

EASY LIFT HANDLES
mounted on the floor of our tanks 

US Patent No. 8,746,478 and 
other patents pending

918-333-2000 • 800-260-9950 • www.HuskyPortable.com

Folding Frame Tanks • Self-Supporting Tanks 
Portable Tank Racks • Salvage Covers

Cargo Netting

© 2015 Insurance Auto Auctions, Inc. All rights reserved.

Ron Walters
Divisional Sales Manager, Remarketing Division 
rwalters@iaai.com | 480.620.1111 IAA-Auctions.com/Municipality

Benefit From Working
With the Auction Experts
IAA has two goals as your vehicle auction 
partner: get you the best sale price while freeing 
up your resources. We deliver with competitive 
bidding from a world of buyers and a process 
that keeps it simple so you can focus on what 
matters — your community. 
 

Contact us today to learn how we can 
help municipalities like yours.
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Is your grounds maintenance 
equipment worry-free?

R
oadside maintenance is 
never easier than when you 
operate a Land Pride rotary 
cutter, compact drill or powered 
rake behind the tractor.

State, county and municipal departments 
responsible for maintaining roadsides or 
reclaiming rights-of-way turn to Land Pride 
for reliable equipment that delivers quality 
results in record time. The company’s 300-
plus products work seamlessly with grounds 
maintenance personnel and existing equip-
ment, and are manufactured in the sizes 
needed in small towns and urban centers.

Attainable pricing
From a zero turn mower for the city hall lawn 
to a 20-foot folding rotary cutter for airport 
fields, “the solutions we provide really are 
across a wide range of products,” said Mar-
keting Manager Dee Warren.

Because Land Pride, a division of Great 
Plains Mfg., Inc., participates in the National 
Joint Powers Alliance and other cooperative 
buying agencies, municipalities of 
any size can get in on those solu-
tions and reduce their street crews’ 
time on roadside jobs. Partici-
pating in purchasing groups is 
a priority for the 

company, according to Warren, because it 
allows single-unit purchasing for the same 
price that those buying larger quantities 
receive.

Superstar cutter
Among these are the popular RC5615 15-foot 
Rotary Cutter. In 2015, Beaver County Main-
tenance in Beaver County, Okla., made its 
second purchase of 15 Land Pride RC5615s. 
It had purchased the first 15 units in 2013 
after Land Pride came out on top in a 
formal bid process.

Between all three districts in Beaver 
County, crews maintain over 2,000 miles of 
roads. Multiplied by two sides, that’s 4,000 
miles of road. Warren said: “After talking 
to everyone involved in the decision to 
switch, it looks like the county will keep 
maintaining those miles with Land Pride 
rotary cutters.” Operators and managers 
were impressed with the RC5615’s rugged 
durability, Land Pride’s fast parts availabil-
ity and proven reliability.

“There is nothing about them 
I don’t like,” said Steven Perry, 
maintenance foreman, District 2. 

“They have been a blessing. With 
the (competitors), we spent a lot 

of time trying to 

keep them running … I’ve done nothing to 
these except grease them. I think we could 
run these five years and not see any major 
problems.”

In 2015, Series II enhancements made 
Land Pride cutters more user-friendly. Taller, 
adjustable angle jacks align a hitch to a taller 
tractor drawbar more easily; power takeoff 
support stands assist in driveline hook-up; 
removable PTO shields and driveline end-
cap grease zerks make lube-maintenance 
simpler; and a patent-pending sliding center 
gearbox cover allows for better access to the 
intermediate driveline.

Groundskeeping made easy
Land Pride tackles turf, too. When the job 
is groundskeeping, Land Pride’s All-Flex 
Grooming Mowers are available in 11-foot, 
14-foot, 16-foot and 22-foot cutting widths. 
The three decks discharge clippings out the 
rear, providing even dispersal. Rear wheels 
on the wing decks are in line with transport 
tires to help with turning radius and are also 
non-castering, which helps hold the mower 
on sidehills. The mowers’ single-beam hitch 
and generous deck overlap, virtually elimi-
nates skipping in “zero-turn” situations; 
narrow transport widths and automatic wing 
locks make for safe transport.

Like all of Land Pride’s compact drills, a 
native grass box or small seeds box can 
be added to increase seeding options. Add 
both optional boxes and seed three differ-
ent types of seed at the same time, all at 
different rates. (Photo provided)
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Plant the seed
If it’s a seeding that you need to complete, 
Land Pride offers a variety of options: Com-
pact drills, all-purpose seeders, and their 
new no-till seeder. These units are widely 
used for roadside seeding, overseeding at 
golf courses and sports fields or seeding new 
lawns. Between the three models, widths are 
available from 48-inches to 11-feet. The nar-
rower widths make them particularly well 
suited for grassy medians or rights-of-way 
adjacent to sidewalks, community parks, 
sporting facilities and golf courses. “All of our 
seeding equipment uses Great Plain’s proven, 
fluted seed cups. This provides the user with 
exceptional accuracy in seed metering and 
uniform delivery of most turf grass seeds,” 
explained Warren, “as well as a wide variety 
of other seeds, from canola to corn rounds!”

Time-saving tillers
The company’s tillers generate some excite-
ment, too. When it comes to landscaping, 
employees prefer Land Pride rotary tillers 
because they make large tilling projects 
manageable by delivering thoroughly tilled 
soil in minimum time. All of Land Pride’s 
tillers are manufactured in America, and 
standard features include a heavy-duty 
box frame, adjustable hitch clevises and 
heavy-duty #80 drive chain. Center or offset 
mounting also provides versatility on most 

models. Built tough for years of dependable 
service, Land Pride’s reverse-till rotary til-
lers even feature a reverse tilling action for 
tougher ground conditions.

All of these products plus landscape rakes, 
grooming mowers and more are part of Land 
Pride’s commitment to its dealers and cus-
tomers. That commitment is also visible in 
the delivery of the product. To ensure that 
your unit arrives exactly as it was when it left 
Land Pride’s manufacturing plant, the com-
pany has its own trucking division, Great 
Plains Trucking. Parts and service after the 
sale have also helped Land Pride gain both 
dealers and clients. Through online parts 
ordering, phone support or a personal visit, 
if that’s what it takes, Land Pride is willing to 
go the extra mile. 

Information provided by Land Pride.

Land Pride rotary tillers are American-made 
and provide quality results to fit the diverse 
needs of contractors and municipalities. 
Most models come with either forward or 
reverse till capabilities and offer side-shift 
capabilities to work close to buildings or 
other obstacles. (Photo provided)

Land Pride all-flex mowers are perfect for 
golf course maintenance, recreation areas 
and sports complexes. They are sleek 
enough to get under trees and agile enough 
to turn on a dime while safely directing clip-
pings toward the ground. (Photo provided)

Beaver County, Okla., uses Land Pride 
RC5615 Folding Rotary Cutters because 
of their rugged dependability, parts 
availability and ease of maintenance. 
(Photo provided)
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Focus on: 

Illustration: Shutterstock

Number of municipalities in Missouri that have voted in favor of a 
use tax to allow them to continue collecting money from purchas-

ers of out-of-state vehicles, or those buying vehicles in-state 
from unlicensed sellers. Those municipalities are Eminence, 

Hannibal, Liberal, Trenton, West Plains and Sedalia. In 
addition, Cape Girardeau, Dallas, Grundy, Howell, Polk, 
Reynolds, Shannon and Texas counties and the Tri-

County Ambulance District have received voter approval.

Find out more about the issue on page 28
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Illustrations: Richard Aguirre & Shutterstock

“Equipment sharing 
is a common practice 
among Ohio’s local 
governments, and we 
urge all public entities 
to consider it as we 
work more to do more 
with less.”
Ohio Auditor 
of State 
Dave Yost

Read the full story on page 20

42 percent of procurement depart-
ments are understa� ed, according 
to the National Association of State 
Procurement O�  cials.

Read about best practices on page 16

18 percent
The drop in total par amount of municipal market trad-
ing from the third quarter of 2014 to the third quarter of 
2015. It plummeted to $551 billion, the lowest level since 
at least 2005 when the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board 
began recording the statistics.

Source: http://www.bondbuyer.com/news/washington-securities-law/
msrb-muni-trading-plummets-in-third-quarter-1089994-1.html

ing from the third quarter of 2014 to the third quarter of 
2015. It plummeted to $551 billion, the lowest level since 
at least 2005 when the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board 

Source: http://www.bondbuyer.com/news/washington-securities-law/

1970s
It was in the late 1970s that municipalities’ risk manage-
ment began to warrant serious attention due to:

1.  Loss of municipal immunity
2.  Economic pressures mounted
3.  Workers’ compensation became hard to get and 

largely unaff ordable
Source: http://www.rmmagazine.com/2015/09/01/the-
evolution-of-municipal-risk-management/

Learn more about risk management on page 14

Purchasing agent 411: New York, 
Washington and Minnesota 
have banned the use of neonic 
pesticides, which decimate the 
pollinator population. A few cities 
and universities have passed 
legislation independently that bans 
the same. (Image provided)

 states with some restrictions
 states with introduced legislation
 local government bans

★ universities with bans

For more information, see page 24
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It’s not a question of “if” something will happen. It’s a matter of 
when. Municipal leaders know they have to have their proverbial 
ducks in a row when situations occur. That’s why having a risk 
management plan is critical to a community’s infrastructure: so 
the powers that be can identify, analyze, plan for and ultimately 
contain any potential problem that may come along.

In this period of economic recovery, it’s 
important for communities to take the time 
to re-evaluate their risk management plan, 
identify issues that need to be addressed 
and shore up any trouble spots that appear. 
The person to do this is your professional 
risk manager, who has the expertise to detect 
those universal issues that affect any size city 
and town, as well as those that may be spe-
cific to a particular area.

“Unfortunately, I see time and again where 
a community hires the mayor’s nephew, 
and he may not have the experience nec-
essary to do the job effectively,” said John 
D’Agostino Jr., a certified risk manager 

who has specialized in the field for over 20 
years. “When your risk manager has the job 
because of who he knew and not what he 
knew, it’s a big problem. In the short term it 
may be penny-wise, but in the long term it’s 
pound-foolish.”

Employment practices
A professional risk manager’s role is to help 
municipal leaders recognize where poten-
tial problems can occur and develop solid 
strategies to decrease the chance of negative 
outcomes. One of the issues municipalities 
have been struggling with in recent years is 
their employment practices, including the 

hiring, training, supervision and retention 
of employees.

Ever since the recession, slashed budgets 
have become the new normal, causing every-
one to do more with less. Not only does this 
mean a reduction in staff, but also in the pro-
grams needed to train them. D’Agostino said 
that when staff members are inadequately 
trained for the tasks they need to perform, 
it disrupts production and can result in an 
increase of workplace injuries, workers’ 
compensation claims, safety violations and 
wrongful termination claims.

“There is definitely more employer liability, 
and training is key. You can’t let someone 
who has 30-years experience walk away and 
expect the next person to have the same type 
of knowledge and be up and running right 
away. You have to bring them up to speed 
quickly but thoroughly so that they can per-
form the job properly.”

Training problems can be especially dif-
ficult in areas with high turnover rates, but 
they make all the difference when it comes 
to managing risk. When communities 
reduce their training programs and offer one 
big seminar where employees can note the 
discrepancies between their training and 
the recommended best practices, it can lead 
to litigation.

“They think, ‘That’s not the way they trained 
me’ and see an opportunity to cash in,” he said. 

“When the economy has a downturn like it did 
a few years ago and people are struggling, 
they look for other avenues to bring in money. 
What better way than a lawsuit?”

Risky business
Is it time to re-evaluate your risk management plan?

By JULIE YOUNG | The Municipal

A professional risk manager’s role is 
to help municipal leaders recognize 
potential problems and develop strate-
gies to avoid negative outcomes. said 
certified Risk Manager John D’Agostino Jr. 
(Shutterstock photo)
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Safety and compliance
Proper training is only half the battle. In 
municipal risk management, it’s also impor-
tant for employees to know about the current 
Occupational Safety and Health Administra-
tion regulations for their workplace, and that 
all equipment is maintained properly so that 
it can stay in compliance with all regulations. 
Th is not only heads off  workplace injuries, but 
also municipal liability when accidents occur.

D’Agostino said even though no one wants 
to believe something could occur, it will. 
Worse still, Murphy’s Law suggests it will 
always happen at the wrong time.

“Accidents never happen at a normal time 
of day when there are plenty of people avail-
able to help,” he said. “Th ey always happen 
in the middle of the night when you have 
two people out sick and at least one truck 
broken down. Th at’s why it’s critical to keep 
your equipment inspected, your workplaces 
in compliance with OSHA and have enough 
personnel to handle whatever comes up.”

The unthinkable
Events in Paris last fall are a powerful 
reminder than no community is safe from 
threat. Whether man-made or a natural 
disaster, having an emergency preparedness 
plan should be the top priority for munici-
palities, regardless of size.

“We want to believe that something like 
Paris or a 9/11 can’t happen in a small com-
munity, but it can and does. In the last few 
years small college towns have become 
the scene of horrifi c crimes, so no place is 
completely safe. You have to have the pro-
tocols in place so that your employees know 
what to do and who to call in the event of 
an emergency, and how to communicate the 
situation to the citizens.”

Cyber liability
Th e most popular way communities com-
municate is through social media. Social 
media and computerized transactions have 
helped streamline municipal operations, but 
the technology can lead to privacy issues as 
well. For instance, while property taxes are 
a matter of public record, how they are paid 
are not. When data breeches occur, they not 
only compromise a municipality’s data, but 
its residents as well.

We’ve all heard about how retailers 
are often the targets of computer 
hackers, but it also hap-
pens in the municipal 
sector. Before offer-
ing constituents the 
opportunity to pay 

online, it is important to make sure their 
sensitive information will be protected. If a 
breech occurs, have a contingency plan in 
place to notify those who may be aff ected.

Th e other issue of cyber liability concerns 
social media. Communities are fi ghting an 
ongoing battle with their employees who use 
the medium for unprofessional reasons.

“Th ere is no downtime in this 24/ world we 
live in. You can say one damaging thing online 
about a coworker and it can spread like wild-
fi re; when you know if you had just waited and 
cooled off  a bit, you never would have said it 
in the fi rst place,” D’Agostino said. “Munici-
palities now have to have policies in place to 
council employees on the acceptable use of 
social media and progressive discipline for 
violating these policies as well. Th at’s all part 
of risk management. It’s an ever-changing, 
ever-evolving fi eld that must be re-examined 
periodically by every municipality.”

Regardless of how solid your risk manage-
ment plan may be, resolve to revisit it 

in 2016 so that you can identify 
what improvements 

need to be made for 
the year ahead. 

One of the issues municipalities have been 
struggling with in recent years is their 
employment practices, including the hiring, 
training, supervision and retention of 
employees. (Shutterstock photo)Another liability for cities responsive 

enough to engage citizens via social media 
is its acceptable use by employees. Progres-
sive discipline for violating social media 
policies should be in place and re-examined 
periodically. (Shutterstock photo)
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According to the National Association of State Procurement Offi  cials, 
42 percent of procurement departments are understaff ed. While other 
departments have started to see an increase in staffi  ng since the reces-
sion, that hasn’t been the case for procurement. In fact, NASPO refers 
to it as the “silver tsunami” because as baby boomers retire, they’re 
not being replaced.

Th erefore, maximizing eff orts have become even more crucial. Gov-
ernment agencies on all levels have been striving to become “High 
Performing Organizations.”

‘High Performing Organizations’
The HPO Center has studied and created a framework of factors it 
believes contribute to a high-performance organization. Its defini-
tion of an HPO is “one that achieves financial and non-financial 
results better than its peers” over a period of years. In the case 
of governments, one source defined it as “being able to create, 
justify and implement policies that are reasonably expected to 
be achieved.”

According to the center, the fi ve factors that 
make up the framework of an HPO are:

1) Quality Management: Managers in an 
HPO should be decisive, action-oriented and 
hold people accountable for results while 

treating everyone fairly and putting trust in them.

2) Openness: An open culture is fostered in an HPO, one in which 
everyone in the organization is encouraged to share ideas. Those 
ideas are valued and everyone is involved in the process.

3) Long-term Retentions: Relationships are built to last in an HPO. 
Longevity is rewarded in employees, and the retention of customers, 
stakeholders and suppliers is sought out and valued.

4) Continuous Improvement and Renewal: If a strategy is not work-
ing, an HPO will improve and revive it. Continuously improving 
processes, products and strategies is a key factor. Outsourcing pro-
cesses that are not a core part of the organization is also considered 
and implemented.

5) Quality Employees: HPOs seek out a high-quality management 
and workforce: one that is diverse and fl exible. High performances 
are expected.

Procurement practices for 
better results

By DENISE FEDOROW | Th e Municipal

LEFT: Firehouse Company 2 on Quinnipiac Avenue in New 
Haven, Conn., was recently remodeled. Because of the city’s 
procurement practices, including job order contracting and a 
cooperative purchasing process, the city was able to save a 
considerable amount of money. 
(Photo provided by city of North Haven)

RIGHT: This project — the renovation of North Haven’s Fire 
Headquarters, four other firehouses and the public works 
garage — used cooperative purchasing practices and has been 
cited by experts as a “best government practice.”
(Photo provided by city of North Haven)

Procurement practices for 

Government spending has always been a bit complicated, but 
these days it’s only getting more so. When it comes to procure-
ment departments, the belt has been tightened to near-suff ocation 
for many local and state offi  ces.
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North Haven, Conn.
One city cited as being high performing in 
its procurement practices is North Haven, 
Conn. North Haven is located on the out-
skirts of New Haven, approximately 2 miles 
south of Hartford.

It has six schools in its school district 
and five industrial parks. North Haven 
experienced rapid growth from 1945–0, qua-
drupling the population at that time. Despite 
continued growth, it has maintained its town 
meeting form of government, which has 
selectmen leading the town.

First Selectman Michael Freda said the city has a system for 
purchasing that it implements on a daily basis.

“We have a bid threshold of $,500 — anything at that price or above 
is put out to bid,” he said.

Freda, whose position is similar to that of a mayor or town 
manager, said the town has worked with consulting fi rms and 
received state grants.

“We parallel bid — local and state — to get the most com-
petitive rates,” Freda explained. “Sometimes the lowest cost 
isn’t always the highest quality, so we’re always balancing 
that aspect.”

He pointed out that if the selectmen don’t like the bids 
that come in the fi rst time, they’ll put the project out to bid 
again: something that he said is happening with a current 
building project the town is planning.

Th e fi rst selectman said they prefer to work with local 
companies when possible “because they are vested 
in the town. It’s more important to them, and they’re 
emotionally invested.”

To that end, North Haven off ers a “home discount” of 10 
percent. If two bids come in at the same cost 
and one is a local company, 10 percent is 
taken off  of that bid, making the local 
company the lowest 

bidder. Th ey also speak with the contractor 
about obtaining quality subcontractors.

Freda said that when contemplating any 
project, the cost over a 1-year bond period 
is calculated to ensure they remain at or 
below the 10 percent debt service during 
that period of time.

“We measure the cost against our current 
level of debt service so we’re not highly lev-
eraged.” Currently the town’s debt service 
is at  percent.

“It’s a matter of executing our game plan,” 
he said, adding that they’ve had great success with 

renovations and new construction at a high school 
and middle school, four fi rehouses, a new public 

works garage and in renovating the public works 
operation, which included adding restrooms and lock-

ers as well as several upgrades.
In fact, in May 2013 the town received the 2012 Harry H. 

Mellon Award — a “Best of the Best Project” — for a work 
done on the garage. Both the city and the construction com-

pany were presented with the award, which is given for a project 
coming in on time and on or under budget.

“At the time I had no idea what a prestigious award it was,” Freda said.
A metal building had been constructed, and the city needed to 

relocate fi ve bays and some water lines. Th e project was not to 
exceed $50,000.

Th e Gordian Group, which presented the award, said it was “an 
example of how good government should 
always work.” 

Michael Freda, on behalf of the town of North Haven, Conn., 
receives the 2012 Northeast Regional Harry H. Mellon Award of 
Excellence in Job Order Contracting for the Town’s Sanitation 
Garage Project, constructed at 110 Elm St.

From left  are Shaun Dwyer, Pat Munger Construction Co.; Joseph 
Pierandi, Pat Munger; Michael J. Freda, fi rst selectman, town of 
North Haven; Harry H. Mellon, JOC program; and Lynn Sadosky, 
director of public works, North Haven. 
(Photo provided by city of North Haven)

First Selectman Michael Freda said the city has a system for 

“We have a bid threshold of $,500 — anything at that price or above 

Freda, whose position is similar to that of a mayor or town 
manager, said the town has worked with consulting fi rms and 

“We parallel bid — local and state — to get the most com-
petitive rates,” Freda explained. “Sometimes the lowest cost 
isn’t always the highest quality, so we’re always balancing 

He pointed out that if the selectmen don’t like the bids 
that come in the fi rst time, they’ll put the project out to bid 
again: something that he said is happening with a current 

Th e fi rst selectman said they prefer to work with local 

To that end, North Haven off ers a “home discount” of 10 

operation, which included adding restrooms and lock-
ers as well as several upgrades.

In fact, in May 2013 the town received the 2012 Harry H. 
Mellon Award — a “Best of the Best Project” — for a work 

done on the garage. Both the city and the construction com-
pany were presented with the award, which is given for a project 
coming in on time and on or under budget.

“At the time I had no idea what a prestigious award it was,” Freda said.
A metal building had been constructed, and the city needed to 

relocate fi ve bays and some water lines. Th e project was not to 
exceed $50,000.

Th e Gordian Group, which presented the award, said it was “an 
example of how good government should 
always work.” 

“Sometimes the 
lowest cost isn’t 

always the highest 
quality, so we’re 
always balancing 

that aspect.”
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Freda off ers this advice to those seeking to improve their procure-
ment practices:
1)  Concentrate on ensuring that your bid specifi cations lists encom-

pass everything you need to guard against change orders, which 
drive up the cost of the project.

2)  Work with the general contractor to ensure that quality subcontrac-
tors are being used and the subcontractors understand the project.

3)  Keep your debt service level at 10 percent or below.

Government consulting experts say when consider-
ing implementation of any changes, education is 

key. Learn as much as you can, and teach other 
involved in the process. Also, don’t give up: Some-

times change takes time. Most of all, don’t be 
afraid to start something new. 

The Public Works Field Operations Garage on Elm Street in North 
Haven, Conn., is one of several projects completed recently in the 
city. Upgrades to the facility included lockers and restroom facili-
ties. (Photo provided by city of North Haven)

Government consulting experts say when consider-
ing implementation of any changes, education is 

key. Learn as much as you can, and teach other 
involved in the process. Also, don’t give up: Some-

times change takes time. Most of all, don’t be 
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With winter in full swing, you’re probably kicking yourself for not 
requisitioning that third new truck and plow package last fall. Who 
knew you’d get this much snow?

Neighboring cities are also short on equip-
ment to keep streets clear during repeated 
winter weather onslaughts. But wait! Your 

“neighbor” two towns over has a great new 
truck: Maybe he’d let you rent or even borrow 
his? That way you won’t have to lay out big 
bucks to buy one yourself, not to mention the 
gas and oil to feed it.

That neighbor also owns some new heavy 
gear, including a skid loader, forklift and 
vibratory roller. Take him to lunch and 
consider asking if you can rent the piece 
you need now or in the spring since your 
administrator won’t approve the machines, 
tools and use of an operator for a one-time 
job, anyway.

Smart municipalities have hit on this 
sensible idea when undertaking big 
construction or agriculture projects, or 
repairing infrastructure such as bridges, 
buildings, roadwork and parks. Accord-
ing to Alan Mond, CEO and co-creator of 
MuniRent in Ann Arbor, Mich., and Oak-
land, Calif., equipment-sharing is definitely 
gaining traction but is not new; rather, it 
is something that always existed in the 
municipal space.

“As an example, Mutual Aid Agreements 
allowed municipalities to collaborate in disas-
ter situations,” he said, adding that government, 
in general, has a long history of collaboration.

By BARB SIEMINSKI | The Municipal

Equipment sharing makes more sense than ever

Now’s the time to borrow, rent
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“Th e advent of the Internet provides the 
ability to streamline how a loader or a dump 
truck is scheduled. It also helps to have an 
intergovernmental agreement and keep 
track of sharing to show residents that cities 
are stretching taxpayer dollars as much as 
possible. Th e reduction in cost is incredible, 

and it requires negligible time investment 
to implement.”

Sharing heavy equipment reduces costs, 
increases utilization and improves effi-
ciency. Also, a knowledgeable operator of 
the machines is a great extra — especially, 
for example, if your town needs a roller for 
its new parking lot but no one knows how 
to operate one. Opt for a driver along with 
the machine, and presto! One big headache 
relieved instantly.

“The reduction in cost is incredible, and it requires 
negligible time investment to implement.”

A roller stands ready for delivery to a city that has rented it. 
(Photo provided by MuniRent)

Even snowplowing and deicing equipment can be rented or 
loaned between nearby cities that may experience diff erent 
winter storm conditions due to the vagrancies of lake eff ect 
and the mini-climatalogical patterns of mountain regions. 
(Photo provided by MuniRent)

LEFT: If your second backhoe isn’t 
being used right now, equipment 
sharing sites, such as Equipment-
Share and MuniRent, can turn it 
into a source of income. (Photo 
provided by MuniRent)

RIGHT: Commonly shared 
and rented municipal 
equipment includes mowers 
and cranes; also bulldozers, 
concrete saws, message sign trucks 
and street sweepers. (Photos provided by 
EquipmentShare.com)

 If your second backhoe isn’t 
being used right now, equipment 
sharing sites, such as Equipment-

“It de� nitely needs to be formal,” said Mond. “I’ve posted a blog on our website 
that outlines what the inter-governmental sharing agreement should include: 
www.munirent.co/blog/2014/5-tips-to-write-a-shared-services-agreement

Examples of items a municipal equipment-
sharing entity might have in its inventory 
include a bulldozer, excavator, vacuum truck, 
skid steer, bucket truck, dump truck, back-
hoe, loader, message sign truck, roller, street 
cleaner and operating personnel.

Mond stressed that his company is 
neither an equipment rental company 
nor a motor pool service, but a capital 
equipment-sharing venture. Similar 

initiatives are rapidly making their way 
across the country.

One is Missouri-based www.EquipmentShare.
com, a peer-to-peer endeavor that gives back to 
its community by providing a platform where 
contractors can save and make money on 
equipment rental. EquipmentShare.com also 
helps nonprofi ts like Habitat for Humanity rent 
equipment for much lower rates and actively 
screens members that apply to rent quality 
equipment and experience. Th e company also 
reserves the right to remove members that don’t 
adhere to its policies and conditions.

Dave Yost, Ohio Auditor of State, imple-
mented his www.ShareOhio.gov plan in 
January 2014.

“Any public entity can benefit from 
sharing programs, whether it be heavy 
equipment or even employee sharing,” he 
said. “Equipment sharing is a common 
practice among Ohio’s local governments, 
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Examples of items a municipal equipment-
sharing entity might have in its inventory 
include a bulldozer, excavator, vacuum truck, 
skid steer, bucket truck, dump truck, back-
hoe, loader, message sign truck, roller, street 
cleaner and operating personnel.

Mond stressed that his company is 
neither an equipment rental company 
nor a motor pool service, but a capital 

http://www.munirent.co/blog/2014/5-tips-to-write-a-shared-services-agreement
http://www.EquipmentShare
http://www.ShareOhio.gov


and we urge all public entities to consider it as 
we work more to do more with less.”

Mond expanded on the point.
“Large cities should consider sharing assets 

internally between departments. In large organi-
zations it is easy to lose track of how many pieces 
of equipment are available at all times. An internal 
sharing program provides the ability to increase utilization 
of equipment,” he said, adding that this was different than a 
motor pool. “An equipment-sharing program means that assigned 
equipment stays with the department in the same location, but it 
is made available for other departments to request a reservation.

Smaller municipalities can group together and formalize an equip-
ment-sharing program, he noted.

Th e agenda is to assist both localities and keep costs down. If one 
town has a backhoe it is not currently using, another city might be 
able to use it for a specifi c job. A sewer-camera truck, for example, 
costs a minimum of $200,000 when purchased new; renting one from 
another municipality provides rent money to the loaner and saves the 
renter thousands of dollars.

Yost said much of the equipment shared in Ohio 
relates to special projects and takes the form of 
mowers, concrete saws and sewer cameras.

“However, choosing to borrow any type of equipment 
your entity does not own, instead of purchasing new, can 
help save money,” said Yost.
Does the sharing equipment need to be formal? If so, what 

should the contract include?
“It defi nitely needs to be formal,” said Mond. “I’ve posted 

a blog on our website that outlines what the intergovern-
mental sharing agreement should include.”

Briefly, the fi ve points are:
1.  Keep it short and sweet
2.  Use language that a � fth-grader can understand
3.  Make it a many-to-many/multi-agency agreement
4.  Don’t include unnecessary constraints
5.  “Don’t reinvent the wheel,” said Mond.

“I’ve got a 4-pound sledge hammer in my toolbox,” said Yost. “Most of 
the time I don’t use it, but when I do, it’s the only tool for the job. So if 
my neighbor needs a sledge, does it make more sense for him to buy 

another one, or to borrow the one I have but I’m not using?
“It’s the same thing with expensive backhoes, grad-

ers, bulldozers and the like that most governments 
own — and that’s why we launched ShareOhio.gov.” 

R E N T A L S
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Yost said much of the equipment shared in Ohio 
relates to special projects and takes the form of ers, bulldozers and the like that most governments 

own — and that’s why we launched ShareOhio.gov.” 

internally between departments. In large organi-

of equipment are available at all times. An internal 
sharing program provides the ability to increase utilization mental sharing agreement should include.”
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Bees and other pollinators play an integral role in the world’s 
food supply. According to Tiff any Finck-Haynes, Food Futures cam-
paigner for Friends of the Earth and a seventh-generation organic 
family farmer, honeybees contribute to a third of the food humans 
consume. They are essential to the food system and agricultural 
economies, contributing more than $15 billion to the U.S. economy 
and $270 billion to the rest of the world.

Unfortunately, bees are dying 
at alarming rates. In the last 
eight years, beekeepers have 
lost an average of 30 percent of 
their hives, with some losing all 
of their hives and many leaving 
the industry entirely.

Multiple factors are contributing to this 
phenomenon:

•  Loss of habitat
•  Loss of forage
•  Climate change
•  Diseases
•  Pathogens
•  Pests
•  Pesticides, speci� cally the use of 

neonicotinoids

Neonicotinoid, or neonic, pesticides are 
currently identified as the leading cause 
of deterioration within the pollinator 
population. The most widely used class of 
insecticides in the world, neonics can be 
found in approximately 140 of the most 
basic food crops, including corn, soy, wheat 
and canola.

While Finck-Haynes acknowledged that 
pollinators are not attracted to every aff ected 
crop, the chemically treated plant seeds pol-
lute the soil, groundwater and surrounding 
fauna. Neonics have been proven to be 
5,000–10,000 times more toxic than DDT and 
can pollute the ecosystem for months or even 
years. Th ey are classifi ed as systemic insec-
ticides whose toxins move throughout and 
infect an entire plant, including the pollen 
and nectar, making this method of pest 

By ERIN DOZOIS | Th e Municipal

LEFT: New York, Washington and Min-
nesota have banned the use of neonic 
pesticides, which decimate the pollinator 
population. A few cities and universities 
have passed legislation independently that 
bans the same. (Data provided)

 states with some restrictions
 states with introduced legislation
 local government bans

★ universities with bans

RIGHT: Neonicotinoids transfer 
between soil, plants and pollinators. 
(Data provided)

  movement of systemic pesticides 
absorbed by soil

  movement of pesticide residues from 
foliar sprays
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protecting pollinators
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control harmful not only to bees, but also to 
other organisms that are benefi cial to both 
agriculture and the environment.

A Newcastle University study recently 
confi rmed the hazards of treating fl ower-
ing crops with neonics and concluded that 
reducing use may be the only certain way to 
halt bee and pollinator decline. Last spring 
a group of Swedish scientists also found evi-
dence that bees may actually be addicted to 
these toxic chemicals.

First steps
In response to a mounting body of scien-
tifi c evidence, Finck-Haynes reported that 
federal agencies; state governments; local, 
regional and tribal governments; school dis-
tricts, colleges and universities; nonprofi ts; 
businesses; investment advisors; wholesale 

nurseries; and landscapers are currently 
taking an interest in pollinator protection 
strategies, policies and in what they can do 
to contribute to the conservation movement.

•   In June 2014, President Obama issued a 
memorandum directing federal agencies to 
establish a task force to develop a strategy 
to protect pollinators. It focused on plant-
ing of millions of acres of federal land with 
pollinator-friendly plants and conducting 
more research on honeybee and monarch 
population decline.

•   Th e Home Depot, Lowe’s, Whole Foods 
Market and BJs Wholesale Club have taken 
steps to eliminate the use of these pesti-
cides in products they sell.

•   Th e U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service announced it 
would phase out the use of neonics by 2016.

•   The Council on Environmental Quality 
released an ordinance in October rec-
ommending federal facilities and lands 
refrain from using neonics or purchasing 
from nurseries still treating plants with 
the insecticide.

•   Minnesota, New York and Oregon have 
placed restrictions on the use of neonics 
while Alaska, California, Massachusetts, 
Maryland, Vermont and Virginia are in 
the works. Local government bans can be 
found in the states of Colorado, North Caro-
lina and Washington. 

ABOVE: Bees and other crop pollinators have been dying in large 
numbers. Some beekeepers have lost entire hives. The agriculture 
industry now off ers alternatives to the pesticides that are killing 
them, and cities can encourage their use by establishing appropri-
ate purchasing policies. (Image provided)
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Local government action plan
“In total, government agencies, educational 

institutions, businesses and private home-
owners spend billions on landscaping and 
pest management each year,” said Rebecca 
Calahan Klein, strategist for RPN. Th ese activ-
ities use signifi cant amounts of chemicals, 
including neonics. However, options exist 
that can make organizations’ purchasing pol-
icies and practices more pollinator-friendly:

1. Know what pesticides are used in your 
operations and supply chain
•  What pest control methods are your landscapers implementing?
•  How many and what types of chemicals are being used?
•   Map your supply chain at every purchasing level to pinpoint any 

chemical usage.

2. Articulate a vision for pollinator protection
•   Develop and incorporate bee-friendly specifi cations for landscaping 

and pest management contracts, including no neonicotinoid use in 
seeds, starts, plugs, plants, shrubs, trees or other products; or 
highly restrictive use and labeling of neonics.

•   The encouragement of Integrated Pest Manage-
ment practices.

3. Put policies in place
•   Institute IPM as a substitute for pesticide usage.
•   Put in place policies against the use of neonics.
•  Establish policies that create and encourage 

bee-friendly habitats and restoration.

4. Educate employees and suppliers
•  Perform ongoing training of employees and suppliers.
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manufacturers

input 
suppliers

plant 
producers

input 
suppliers

plant 
producers

input 
suppliers
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producers

input 
suppliers

product 
manufacturers

input 
suppliers

product 
manufacturers

input 
suppliers

commodity 
contracts

big box 
& online 
retailers

service 
contracts

institutional 
purchasers

As this chart demonstrates, municipalities and other institutional 
purchasers can have an impact via service contracts on the type 
of pesticide used on the ingredients that constitute the products it 
uses. Which ones are you willing to buy? (Image provided)

5. Encourage green contracts and spot purchases
•  Encourage employees to make purchases at bee-friendly retailers.

6. Measure and report results
•  Publishing your fi ndings helps to spread the message.
•   Th e results will impact your future interactions with customers, sup-

pliers and policy-makers.

More about IPM
Dr. Chris Geiger, entomologist and manager of 

the San Francisco green purchasing program, 
defi nes IPM as a decision-making process for 
managing an ecosystem that minimizes the 
harm from both pests and pesticides. Th e pro-
cess involves identifying and learning about 
each pest and preventing its destruction via 

biological methods: removing its food, blocking 
its points of entry and using chemical controls only 

as a last resort. 

Additional resources

THE RESPONSIBLE PURCHASING NETWORK
An international organization based in Oak-
land, Calif., RPN is committed to sustainable 
purchasing and assisting government agen-
cies, educational institutions and businesses 
in following its example. RPN o� ers a wide 
variety of tools and resources to help its mem-
bers, including providing purchasing guides and 
model speci� cations, and developing contracts 
and policies.

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
With a presence in 74 countries worldwide, 
Friends of the Earth is the largest federa-
tion of grassroots environmental groups. Its 
mission is to defend the environment and 
champion a healthy and just world.

THE XERCES SOCIETY
This online resource center provides regional 
plant lists, habitat conservation guides and 
fact sheets, information on native bee nests, 
pesticides, bee identi� cation and more.

Additional resources

THE RESPONSIBLE PURCHASING NETWORK
An international organization based in Oak-
land, Calif., RPN is committed to sustainable 
purchasing and assisting government agen-
cies, educational institutions and businesses 
in following its example. RPN o� ers a wide 
variety of tools and resources to help its mem-
bers, including providing purchasing guides and 
model speci� cations, and developing contracts 
and policies.

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
With a presence in 74 countries worldwide, 
Friends of the Earth is the largest federa-
tion of grassroots environmental groups. Its 
mission is to defend the environment and 
champion a healthy and just world.

THE XERCES SOCIETY
This online resource center provides regional 
plant lists, habitat conservation guides and 
fact sheets, information on native bee nests, 
pesticides, bee identi� cation and more.
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www.mooreindhardware.com

Your One Source
for Hard to Find Hardware

888-666-7344 •  800-543-1677
ATLANTA             CINCINNATI 

TIE DOWNS
D RINGS

FORGINGS

FOLDING
STEPS

VENTS -
LOUVERS

EYE 
BOLTS

MANUFACTURERS’ ORIGINAL PARTS

EDGE TRIM

aquaclimb.com 800-956-6692
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The outcome of a vote regarding one particular tax has many Mis-
souri municipalities worried about how to pay for basic services.

The state’s communities have until November 
to receive voter approval to continue impos-
ing a local sales tax on vehicles purchased 
by residents from out-of-state vendors. The 
controversy over the tax stems from a state 
Supreme Court ruling in 2012 that disallowed 
vehicle sales taxes from being collected by 
cities and counties when the purchase was 
made beyond state lines or from a person 
who doesn’t own a business.

In the case, the court said Greene County 
could not charge local sales tax on a man who 
bought a boat from a dealer in Maryland. One 
significant outcome of the ruling was that 
it drew a distinction between sales taxes, 
which are collected from in-state retailers, 
and use taxes, which are levied on products 

used in Missouri but bought either from an 
out-of-state retailer or from someone who 
does not run a business. The Supreme Court 
said Greene County could not tax the boat 
because it wasn’t covered by the local sales 

Missouri cities fight to install use tax
By LAUREN CAGGIANO | The Municipal

“If not now, then never.”

Richard Sheets, deputy director of the Missouri 
Municipal League, said “no” votes on a use 
tax on out-of-state sales and person-to-per-
son sales of motor vehicles in the state will 
directly impact citizens in the form of cuts 
to vital resources. (Photo provided)

tax and county voters had not approved a 
local use tax.

A 2013 bill, SB 182, re-imposed local sales 
taxes on out-of-state sales and person-to-
person sales of motor vehicles in the form of 
an administrative fee. According to a docu-
ment from the Missouri League of Cities, this 
legislation has prevented the loss of approxi-
mately $40 million in much-needed revenue 
for Missouri cities. 
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740.962.4328 * www.finleyfire.com

Proudly Serving Those, Who Serve Others!

740.962.4328 * www.finleyfire.com

Proudly Serving Those, Who Serve Others!Proudly Serving Those, Who Serve Others!Proudly Serving Those, Who Serve Others!Proudly Serving Those, Who Serve Others!

#1513 Finley TrailBlazer
-2015 Ford 4 Door F350 XL Super Duty 4X4 Chassis
-6.7 Liter Power Stroke Turbo Diesel Engine / Automatic Transmission
-4 Wheel Drive w/ Lock Out Hubs
-Power Window & Door Locks
-CD / MP3 / Radio / Air Conditioning
-Seating For 6 / Vinyl Interior For Easy Cleaning
-2’’ Standard Receiver Hitch w/ Trailer Brake Controller & Plug
-Warn Stainless Steel Brush & Headlight Guard
-Custom Aluminum Mag Wheels & Off Road Tires / Stainless Steel Step Tubes
-Warn ZEON 10-S Winch w/ Synthetic Cable
-Front Mounted Tow Hooks
-LED Warning Lights
-Whelen LED Lightbar
-Whelen Siren & Speaker Package
-Aluminum Body w/ Locking Compartments / Headache Rack
-200 Gallon Water / 10 Gallon Foam Poly Tank Mounted In Body
-CET 21 HP Pump Powered By HATZ Diesel Engine
-Hannay Stainless Steel Electric Rewind Reel w/ 3 Way Roller Guides
-100’X1’’ Mercedes Boostlite Hose
-1’’ Task Force Tips Twister Nozzle
-Trident Foamate Foam System
-(1) 2.5’’ Standard Intake w/ Valve Cap & Chain
-(2) 1.5’’ Discharges w/ Valves
-(1) Garden Hose Discharge w/ Valve

-(1) 2.5’’ Standard Intake w/ Valve Cap & Chain
-(2) 1.5’’ Discharges w/ Valves
-(1) Garden Hose Discharge w/ Valve

-(1) 2.5’’ Standard Intake w/ Valve Cap & Chain
-(2) 1.5’’ Discharges w/ Valves
-(1) Garden Hose Discharge w/ Valve

-Hannay Stainless Steel Electric Rewind Reel w/ 3 Way Roller Guides

-Custom Aluminum Mag Wheels & Off Road Tires / Stainless Steel Step Tubes

Available Immediately! 

TRI-POWER SERIES
Fabco Power is excited about the release of its new 10.5 kw, 120/208 
volt, three-phase, hydraulically driven AC generator, which can 
power a 275 amp welder on a boom or scissor 
lift . It’s built with 50 amp-per-phase circuit 
breakers; is lightweight, compact, plug and 
play, maintenance free; and supplies a full 
275 amps.

Fabco Power
Chester, N.Y.
(845) 469-9151
www.fabcopower.com

GRIP STUDS NEW TRACTION STUD
Grip Studs announces Model 1912, the heft iest stud yet 
in its line of screw-in studs for sewer cameras, skid 
steers, loaders, trucks and work boots. Patented wide-
auger threads and a carbide core aff ord unparalleled 
performance in the slipperiest conditions without the 
danger of snapping tire chains and cables.

Grip Studs
Merlin, Ore.
(855) 538-7883
www.gripstuds.com
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Th e legislation, however, requires cities 
that did not have a use tax in place prior to 
August of 2013 to receive voter approval to 
continue this administrative fee by Novem-
ber 2016. In common terms, a use tax is a tax 
applied to out-of-state purchases. It is applied 
at the same rate as the local sales tax. Pro-
ponents argue that it helps maintain a level 
playing fi eld for local businesses because it 
discourages out-of-state purchases.

Similarly, supporters point out that it’s 
local business − not out-of-state ones− that 
invest in their respective communities and 
provide employment for citizens. They also 
supports law enforcement and other city or 
county services by paying sales and prop-
erty taxes.

Missouri cities that don’t gain voter 
approval to continue the tax by November 
will lose the revenue stream after that date, 
which could prove detrimental.

Richard Sheets, deputy director of the Mis-
souri Municipal League, said the vote really 
comes down to potential lost opportunity. A 

“no” vote would directly impact citizens in the 
form of cuts to vital resources. He called the 
tax a “tough sell” but stressed that the onus 
is on cities to explain the consequences of 

the vote to its citizens. Th ey need to under-
stand what is at stake.

Furthermore, the law does not provide a 
means to bring this issue back to the voters 
after November. In Sheets’ words: “If not now, 
then never.”

Among the municipalities that have already 
weighed in are Greene County. Its voters shot 
down a proposed 1.25 percent use tax at the 
polls in November 2013. Of the 15,145 ballots 
cast, 8,486 voters, or 56 percent, voted against 
the measure. About 44 percent of the voters, 
or 6,654, voted in favor of the ballot measure, 
dubbed Proposition A.

To date, six municipalities have voted in 
favor of the tax: Eminence, Hannibal, Liberal, 
Trenton, West Plains and Sedalia. In addition, 
Cape Girardeau, Dallas, Grundy, Howell, 
Polk, Reynolds, Shannon and Texas Counties 
and the Tri-County Ambulance District have 
received voter approval.

Political subdivisions that had a use tax in 
place prior to July 6, 2013, do not have to get 
voter approval to continue to receive that rev-
enue stream. All other municipalities must 
seek voter approval, though, to continue 
to impose a local sales tax on purchases of 

vehicles, trailers and outboard motors from 
out-of-state or person-to-person sales. 

A 2012 Missouri Supreme Court Case said 
Greene County could not charge local 
sales tax to a man who bought a boat 
from a dealer in Maryland. The court said 
the county could not tax the boat because 
it wasn’t covered by the local sales tax 
and voters had not approved a use tax. 
(Shutterstock photo)

Supporters on both sides of the use tax 
debate have maintained the issue in the 
forefront of political discussions since 
the state’s sales tax on out-of-state 
sales and person-to-person sales of 
motor vehicles was struck down in 2012. 
(Shutterstock photo)

is on cities to explain the consequences of vehicles, trailers and outboard motors from 
out-of-state or person-to-person sales. 

Greene County voters shot down a 
proposed 1.25 percent use tax in 
November 2013. Of the 15,145 ballots 
cast, 56 percent voted against the 
measure, 44 percent voted in favor.
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SAND AND SALT STORAGE SOLUTIONS
nomical solution for sand and salt storage, warehousing, equipment 
storage and more. ClearSpan buildings feature high clearances and 
spacious interiors without 
support posts, ideal for 
maneuvering trucks and 
equipment inside the 
structure.

 ClearSpan Fabric 
Structures 
South Windsor, Conn.
(866) 643-1010
www.clearspan.com/ADTM

PORTABLE TANK RACKS
Husky Portable Containment is a leader in folding frame tanks, so 
it makes sense the company would manufacture folding frame tank 
racks. It produces them in stainless steel with a manual release 
mechanism: The lightweight, sturdy racks are designed for easy in-
stallation. A standard-size rack has three hinged feet with four bolts 
each and two locking points 
requiring two screws each.

Husky Portable 
Containment
Bartlesville, Okla.
(800) 260-9950
www.huskyportable.com
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We know your challenges.  
We know your business.

Brought to you byn  Maximizing return on equipment dollars

n  Technology and equipment to enhance productivity

n  Controlling maintenance, fuel and operating costs

n  Strategies to advance the mission of the fleet department

GET YOUR  
ANSWERS

March 1–4, 2016
Educational sessions  

begin March 1

Indianapolis, IN
worktruckshow.com

Brought to you byn  Maximizing return on equipment dollars
n  Strategies to enhance fleet productivity
n  Controlling fuel and operating costs
n  Current market and equipment trends

GET YOUR  
ANSWERS



O
nce the situations and 
equipment needing atten-
tion in each sewage lift 
station have been accurately 
assessed and recorded, solu-

tions can be prioritized.
By way of example, Merat Zarreii, 

capacity, management, operation and 
maintenance coordinator for DeKalb 
County, Ga., detailed the experience of 
a station in Harmony Hills that had been 
affected by a flood in 2009. Even before 
the flood, an assessment of the station had 
revealed situations of concern.

The summary of recommendations gen-
erated by the condition assessment fell into 
four categories. The first was reliability: The 
generator was destroyed by floodwater and 
no backup system was in place. A high degree 
of redundancy, placed above the previous 
flood level, was a priority; as was real-time 
data on the flow, to reduce the need for time-
consuming drawdown testing and on the 
pressure in the forcemain.

Also on the mind of managers was the high 
pump failure rate they had been dealing with 
due to hydraulic issues.

“The operators were talking about pumps 
being rebuilt every year, and just having a 
lot of difficulties, so the hydraulic issues 
were something we were going to look at 
and fix,” Zarreii said. “And of course, we 
wanted to get all the data that we could 

The what, how and where of lift 
station assessment

“The operators were talking about pumps 
being rebuilt every year.”

By JODI MARLIN | The Municipal
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sent back to the operator controls back at 
the plant and our SCADA system.”

Traditionally, three options exist to pro-
vide redundancy for the pumping system: 
a permanent or portable emergency gen-
erator, dual utility source and the more 
modern permanent standby with engine-driven backup pumps.

Permanent emergency generators prevent spills due to utility 
loss of power but require an automatic transfer switch that is sus-
ceptible to transient voltage surges from lightning or sudden line 
voltage increases, so they depend on TVS suppressors. Portable 
emergency generators also provide power to existing pumps in case 
of utility loss of power and may prevent spills due to loss of power, 
but these require transport from the warehouse to jobsite and must 

be wired 
and connected. 
The lift station must already have connec-
tions available.

Dual utility power sources provide power 
to existing pump systems in case of utility 
loss of power from one source, and they pre-
vent spills due to loss of power if the second 

source is live. But the capital cost of dual utility power sources may 
be high, depending on the distance between the second source and 
the station. Additionally, they require automatic controls to switch 
back and forth.

“And then we get to my favorite, the permanent standby engine-driven 
backup pump systems,” said Zarreii. “What it does is that it is an autono-
mous, self-priming pump system,” not dependent on the source power 
or ATS but capable of providing 100 percent redundancy to the lift station. 

While several options exist for provid-
ing emergency power to sewer lift  station 
pumps, such as a backup generator, a 
permanent standby engine-driven backup 
pump system will handle spill incidents 
resulting from any cause — not just utility 
loss of power. (Shutterstock photo)

be wired “It’s basically 
like having another 
little pump station 

sitting there.”
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It has its own controls and piping, which are in 
the wet well and perform the same work as the 
lift station, without a direct connection to the 
power utility service line entering the station. 
Permanent standby engine-driven backup pumps will also prevent spills 
due to almost any kind of failure. “It’s basically like having another little 
pump station sitting there.”

Once the generator question is settled, the next one has to do with 
pressure and fl ow data. “How do we get away from doing all those 
drawdown testings?” Zarreii asked.

If pressure and fl ow data on the forcemain can be provided another 
way, then drawdowns become largely unnecessary.

In Harmony Hills, a lack of manpower dictated that twice-yearly 
drawdown testings became annual. Once the same data was available 
electronically, drawdowns were necessary only when they wanted to 
double-check, or if there was a problem with the mag meter.

Once the baseline is established, a placard noting the horsepower 
and type of pump is posted. Below it, the gallons per minute at the 
given increment of pressure is noted and PSI is added: such as “80 GPM 
at 28 PSI system pressure” and “150 GPM at 30 PSI with STBY pump,” 
noting the same information as generated by the standby pump. Th e 
information is hung on the pump so it’s easily referenced by operators.

When designing a standby engine-driven pump, one of the most 
important considerations is velocity.

“At 2.5 feet per second, we achieve self-cleaning velocity in the 
forcemain. Unfortunately, a lot of our old lift stations we designed 
for 2.5 feet per second. They were built by developers who wanted 
to get away with the smallest amount of money to spend … 

If pressure and flow data on the forcemain can be provided another way, such as electron-
ically, then drawdowns become largely unnecessary. (Shutterstock photos)

There are a number of different tools that can be used to 
detect hydraulic issues and provide an effective PPM, 
said Capacity, Management, Operation and Maintenance 
Coordinator Merat Zarreii of DeKalb County, Ga. The 
cost for mag meters and alternative devices range 
from $500 to $1,000.

There are a number of different tools that can be used to 
detect hydraulic issues and provide an effective PPM, 
said Capacity, Management, Operation and Maintenance 
Coordinator Merat Zarreii of DeKalb County, Ga. The 

Know What Time It Is?
It’s time to call Bonnell Industries and have a conversation with us about your organization’s 

work truck needs. Plows. Spreaders. Bodies. Trucks. We’re committed to providing the absolute 
highest quality product for our customers and we will not cut any corners to get there. 

Contact us about great deals for the winter season.
800-851-9664

www.bonnell.com
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(But) real life is different than theoretical 
life,” Zarreii warned. Debris on top will 
enter the main, slowing the velocity down 
to below 2.5 fps and allowing deposits, fur-
ther slowing the velocity and creating a 
vicious cycle that will eventually result in 
an overflow. A pump set for 3.5 to 5.5 fps is 
preferred to allow for this scenario, plan for reduced velocities due 
to pump parts wearing out and becoming less capable of produc-
ing original flow conditions.

Hydraulic issues can include the air release valves. An ARV main-
tenance program will extend the life of the forcemain while ensuring 
effi  cient operation of the system. At a minimum, each ARV must be 
inspected every two years for proper operation and preventive main-
tenance performed.

When replacing ARVs, consider new technologies and materials. 
Both stainless steel and composite plastic are more resistant to cor-
rosion than the cast iron of yesterday’s ARVs.

New Harmony wound up replacing all of its ARVs recently but still 
experienced too much pressure and not enough fl ow. Th e solution 
was to clean the forcemain using “pigging,” a variation on the process 
commonly used on gravity pipes but now also eff ective on forcemains 

WASTE WATER WASTE WATER &
ACCUMULATED MATERIALICE PIG

ABOVE: No longer just a European 
method, ice pigging is proving to be 
eff ective at loosening caked-on debris 
in sewer pipes in U.S. cities as well. 
(Diagram by Richard Aguirre)

RIGHT: Hydrojetting is currently the 
most common way to loosen buildup 
and reduce pressure in sewer pipes. 
(Shutterstock photo)

INTRODUCING
THE NEW, PATENT PENDING

SINGLE LANE MAX TANK
MAX CAPACITY FOR SINGLE LANE TANK SHUTTLE 

OPERATIONS ON NARROW ROADS

The SINGLE LANE MAX gives you 2.5× the capacity 
of a standard tank without obstructing water tender traffic!

 FOR ALL YOUR PORTABLE WATER SYSTEM NEEDS 
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due to the incorporation of new technology. EPA permits are not 
required, said Zarreii.

Ice pigging is newer still. It requires only a 1- to 2-inch connection 
to the forcemain, which can be the ARV connection.

“It’s very cost effective for smaller lines. There is a large amount of 
ice that needs to go into the forcemain: typically they like to put in 
25 percent of the length they’re cleaning filled with ice before they’ll 
start pushing it through it.” The city needed to clean 4,000 feet of main, 
which it did in two 2,000-foot segments.

The process cleaned out buildup and debris that had to have been 
sitting in the pipes for decades, Zarreii surmised. Once ice pigging 
was completed, operations returned to normal and the power bill 
dropped by half: all for a cost of $10,000.

“DeKalb County lift stations were 
built by developers who wanted to 
get away with the smallest amount 
of money to spend…(But) real life 
is different than theoretical life.”
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“W
eather Capital of 
the World” may sound 
a bit presumptuous 
for a town of fewer 
than 6,000 residents.

But judging from the swarm of visitors who 
descend on Punxsutawney, Pa., every Ground-
hog Day and the weather-related attractions 
spawned from the town’s popularity, the mon-
iker may be appropriate after all.

Every Feb. 2 since 188, Punxsutawney 
Phil, the famed four-legged prognosticator, 
emerges from his burrow and predicts either 
the early onset of spring or a six-week prolon-
gation of winter.

Th e theory, of course, is that if Phil sees his 
shadow — an eventuality that has occurred 
on more than 100 of the groundhog’s 129 fore-
casts — six more weeks of winter will ensue. 
Surprisingly, the critter has “proven” the 
theory with an 80 percent accuracy.

Groundhog Day derives from the millen-
niumold Christian celebration of Candlemas, 
also on Feb. 2. Th e counterintuitive weather 
forecast brought to America by European 

settlers was the same, as noted in the ancient 
Scottish poem:

“If Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another � ght.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain,
Winter will not come again.”

Upwards of 25,000 visitors have swarmed 
Punxsutawney for the annual event that 
actually occurs at Gobbler’s Knob, a small 
hollow on a wooded hilltop a couple miles 
outside of town. Crowds dwindled signifi-
cantly in the 190s but surged after the 
1993 release of Bill Murray’s comedy movie 

“Groundhog Day,” even though the movie 
was filmed more than 500 miles away in 
Woodstock, Ill.

Devotees of the annual daybreak ritual 
stand in line at the burrow all night. At 3 a.m. 
a bonfi re is built to warm them somewhat.

Th e Pennsylvania Tourism Bureau 
estimates the tourists yield as much as 
$5 million to the local economy. Th e 
2,600 hotel rooms in Jeff erson County 

and its contiguous counties are booked solid. 
Some Punxsutawney restaurants enjoy quin-
tuple their normal business.

Phil’s famed yearly appearance belies his 
continuous presence in Punxsutawney in the 
form of several dozen bronze, plywood and 
fi berglass likenesses dotting the town. Th e 
real Phil lives in the “Groundhog Zoo,” an 
oversized terrarium built into the outside 
wall of the library on the town square, so 
passersby can view the famous critter.

Th e town has seized upon his popularity to 
entice visitors year-round.

The Weather Discovery Center opened 
downtown in 2001 in the former post 

office and is promoted as “a place 
where the science and folklore 

of weather collide.” Targeted 

Weather Capital of the World: 
Punxsutawney, Pa.

Punxsutawney Phil is held aloft  and 
presented to the crowd by handler John 
Griffi  ths just before Punxsutawney’s 
annual Groundhog Day prediction. Phil is 
placed on the stump at the left  side of the 
photo, where he will either see his shadow 
or not. (Photo provided)

“Groundhog Day,” even though the movie 
was filmed more than 500 miles away in 

Devotees of the annual daybreak ritual 
stand in line at the burrow all night. At 3 a.m. 
a bonfi re is built to warm them somewhat.

Th e Pennsylvania Tourism Bureau 
estimates the tourists yield as much as 
$5 million to the local economy. Th e 
2,600 hotel rooms in Jeff erson County 

passersby can view the famous critter.
Th e town has seized upon his popularity to 

entice visitors year-round.
The Weather Discovery Center opened 

downtown in 2001 in the former post 
office and is promoted as “a place 
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especially toward children, the interactive museum includes 
tornado and lightning simulators, a “weather lore” section fea-
turing a jar of forecasting leeches, a space shuttle thermometer 
and a green screen where visitors can play weather forecasters on 
camera. Visitors can also create their own thunderstorm, watch 
movies in the Catastrophic Theater and learn about the science 
behind extreme weather.

As the lifespan of a groundhog in captivity ranges from nine to 14 
years, many rodents have fi lled the role of the iconic critter.

But don’t tell that to the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club, which 
insists: “Th ere has been only one Punxsutawney Phil. Punxsutawney 
Phil gets his longevity from drinking ‘groundhog punch’ (a secret 
recipe). One sip, which is administered every summer at the Ground-
hog Picnic, gives him seven more years of life.”

Th e club further assures: “Punxsutawney Phil’s forecasts are 
not made in advance by the Inner Circle (the cadre of top-hatted 
gentlemen who administrate the annual tradition and are charged 
with Phil’s care throughout the year). After Phil emerges from his 
burrow … he speaks to the Groundhog Club President in Groundho-
gese. His proclamation is then translated for the world.” 

ABOVE AND BELOW: A crowd gathers at Gobbler’s Knob in Punx-
sutawney, Pa., awaiting the annual prediction of when winter will 
end. Below, three revelers sport unique headwear for the event 
that gave Punxsutawney its claim to fame. Some devotees have 
attended every year for decades. (Photos provided)

• BEET HEET® Concentrate is NOT a 
waste-stream “beet juice” deicer. 

 

• BEET HEET® Concentrate (BHC) is a 

true concentrate containing more 
active ingredient than any other 
deicer in North America. 

 

• BHC is the most environmentally 
friendly salt pre-wet in North 
America. 
 

• BHC is friendlier to the environment 
than 55% solids “beet juice” deicers. 

 

• No other salt pre-wet can reduce 
chloride emissions as much as BHC. 

 

• BHC is 99% biodegradable. Readily 
biodegradable in just 8 days! 

 

• BHC is 85% less corrosive than 
23.3% NaCl brine, “well brine”, 32% 

CaCl2, and most super-mixes and 

does not contain a chemical 
corrosion inhibitor. 

 

• Self-blended BHC/23.3% NaCl   
brine super-mixes are the easiest  
to make, most cost effective and 
best performing deicers available. 

 

• No other rock salt pre-wet in North 
America can save your agency as 
much money as BHC. 

 

• Over 200 agencies in 9 states have 
transitioned to BHC! 

 

Contact us today to schedule an 
Immediate meeting or webinar. 

 

K-Tech Specialty Coatings, Inc. 
dpreston@ktechcoatings.com 

o (260) 587-3888 cell/text (260) 585-0332  
www.ktechcoatings.com 

YouTube key word - ktechcoatings 
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Jan. 15–16 Piedmont Fire Expo
Twin City Quarter, Salem, N.C.
www.forsythcountyfire-rescue.com/
expo.php

Jan. 17–22 National Recreation 
& Parks Association Event 
Management School
Oglebay Resort & Conference 
Center, Wheeling, W.Va.
www.nrpa.org/event-school

Jan. 18–20 Fire Department 
Safety Officers Association 2015 
Apparatus Specification & Vehicle 
Maintenance Symposium
Chaparral Suites Hotel & 
Conference Center, Scottsdale, Ariz.
www.fdsoa.org/events/2016-
apparatus-symposium

Jan. 20–22 U.S. Conference of 
Mayors 84th Winter Meeting
Washington, D.C.
usmayors.org/meetings

Jan. 22–27 American Correctional 
Association Winter Conference
New Orleans, La.
register.aca.org

Jan. 20–23 Fire-Rescue EAST 2016
Ocean Center, Daytona Beach, Fla.
www.ffca.org

Jan. 25–28 Heavy Duty 
Aftermarket Week ‘16
The Mirage, Las Vegas, Nev.
www.hdaw.org/HDAW2015

Jan. 26–28 Aircraft Rescue & 
Firefighting Chiefs &  
Leadership School
Wyndham Hotel I-Drive, Orlando, Fla.
arffwg.org/conferences/2016-arff-
chiefs-leadership

Jan. 27–28 Conex 2016
Wisconsin Exposition Center at 
State Fair Park, West Allis, Wis.
www.advancedexpos.com

Jan. 27–30 National Pavement 
Expo 2016
Charlotte Convention Center, 
Charlotte, N.C.
www.nationalpavementexpo.com

Jan. 29–Feb. 2 ATSSA Annual 
Convention & Traffic Expo
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, 
New Orleans, La.
expo.atssa.com

Jan. 31–Feb. 4 Firehouse World
San Diego Convention Center,  
San Diego, Calif.
firehouseworld.com

Jan. 31–Feb. 5 National Recreation 
& Park Association Maintenance 
Management School
Oglebay Resort & Conference 
Center, Wheeling, W.Va.
www.nrpa.org/Professional-
Development/Conferences-and-
Schools/Park-and-Recreation-
Maintenance-Management-School

Feb. 1–5 World of Concrete
Las Vegas Convention Center,  
Las Vegas, Nev.
www.worldofconcrete.com

Feb. 3–4 Underground Construction 
Technology International 
Conference & Exhibition
Georgia World Congress Center, 
Atlanta, Ga.
uctonline.com

Feb. 8 Electric Light & Power 
Executive Conference
Hyatt Regency Orlando, Orlando, Fla.
www.elpconference.com/
conference.html

Feb. 11 Beyond Safety Reliability 
Conference & Expo
Avalon Manor, Merrillville, Ind.
beyondsafetyexpo.com

Feb. 17–20 Water & Wastewater 
Equipment Treatment & 
Transport Show
Indiana Convention Center, 
Indianapolis, Ind.
wwettshow.com

Feb. 23–26 Missouri Park & 
Recreation Association Conference
Columbia, Mo.
www.mopark.org/
mpraconference2016.html

Feb. 25–27 EMS Today/JEMS 
Conference & Exhibition
Baltimore Convention Center, 
Baltimore, Md.
www.emstoday.com

Feb. 29–March 3 2016 Technology 
& Maintenance Council annual 
meeting & Transportation 
Technology Exhibition
Music City Center, Nashville, Tenn.
www.trucking.org

March 1–4 Green Truck Summit & 
NTEA Work Truck Show
Indiana Convention Center, 
Indianapolis, Ind.
www.ntea.com/worktruckshow

March 5–9 National League of Cities 
Congressional City Conference
Washington, D.C.
www.nlc.org

March 6–9 Disaster Recovery 
Institute 2016
Hyatt Regency Atlanta, Atlanta, Ga.
driconference.org

March 8–10 International 
Association of Fire Chiefs Wildland-
Urban Interface Conference
Reno, Nev.
www.iafc.org/wui

March 10–12 National Utility 
Contractors Association National 
Convention
El Conquistador Resort,  
Fajardo, Puerto Rico
www.nuca.com/convention2016

March 13–18 Facility Managers’ 
Revenue Development & 
Management School
Oglebay Resort & Conference 
Center, Wheeling, W.Va.
www.oglebay-resort.com/
conferences/schools.html

March 14–15 Tennessee Municipal 
League Legislative Conference
DoubleTree Hotel, Nashville, Tenn.
www.tml1.org

March 14–17 Mid-South 
Transportation & Parking Association
Historic Brown Hotel, Louisville, Ky.
www.mstpa.org/2016_Annual_
Conference.html

March 20–24 NASTT No-Dig Show
Gaylord Texan Hotel & Convention 
Center, Dallas, Texas
www.nodigshow.com

March 21–25 International 
Wireless Communications Expo
Las Vegas Convention Center,  
Las Vegas, Nev.
www.iwceexpo.com

March 22–23 Michigan Municipal 
League 2016 Capital Conference
Lansing Center, Mich.
blogs.mml.org/wp/cc

March 30–31 New England 
Parking Council
Seaport Hotel, Boston, Mass.
www.newenglandparkingcouncil.org/
events

March 31–April 2 Mid-America 
Trucking Show
Kentucky Expo Center, Louisville, Ky.
www.truckingshow.com

April 1–2 GovSec Conference & Expo
Washington, D.C.
govsecinfo.com

April 17–19 Fire Department Training 
Network Live-Fire Training Camp
Indianapolis, Ind.
www.fdtraining.com

April 18–22 NAFA 2016 Institute 
& Expo
Austin Convention Center,  
Austin, Texas
www.nafainstitute.org

April 18–23 Fire Department 
Instructors Conference 2016
Indiana Convention Center/Lucas 
Oil Stadium, Indianapolis, Ind.
www.fdic.com

April 24–27 NGWA Groundwater 
Summit
Denver, Colo.
www.groundwatersummit.org

J A N UA RY

F E BRUA RY

F E BRUA RY

M A RCH

M A RCH

For a complete list of all upcoming events please visit themunicipal.com/events.

To list your upcoming conference or seminar in The Municipal at no charge call (800) 733-4111, ext. 2392,  
or email the information to jmarlin@the-papers.com.

A PRIL
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Dark and stormy night?
Long Night Ahead?

Pneumatic “feathering” control valves with lit knobs 
for municipal snowplow central hydraulic systems.

DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.
for municipal snowplow central hydraulic systems.for municipal snowplow central hydraulic systems.

DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.DEL illuminated handles will help you stay in control.

DEL Hydraulics Inc

www.DEL.us.com
716.853.7996

571 Howard Street • Buffalo, NY 14206

air valve

air shifters

air tank

pressure protection valve

www.WisconsinSurplus.com

BID, BUY 
& SELL AT

*VEHICLES & ITEMS ARE SUBJECT TO AUCTION CLOSING DATES.

CHECK WEBSITE NOW FOR MORE DETAILS ON THESE 
AND OTHER CURRENT ITEMS! NEW ITEMS DAILY!

Everything sells at online auction 
to the highest bidder – Bid online now!!

1-800-383-SOLD

W I S C O N S I NI S C O N S I N
S U R P L U S

O N L I N E   A U C T I O N

ACT NOW ... AUCTIONS ENDING DAILY!

Registered Wisconsin Auction Company, License #01 
Cars @ Auction Sales - Used Car Dealer #3887

202 W. Front St. - Mount Horeb, WI 53572-0113 
(608) 437-2001 - bid@WisconsinSurplus.com

BUY &
SELL
YOUR

SURPLUS
MUNICIPAL

OR
BUSINESS

ITEMS!

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT
Calhoun’s Super Shield spray is applied to the hot dip galvanized 
trusses and provides a waterproof 
coating to the fabric structure. 
It can be applied to walls and 
foundation for an added layer of 
protection when storing corrosive 
materials like fertilizer or salt.

Calhoun Super Structure
Tara, Ontario, Canada
(800) 265-3994
www.calhounsuperstructure.com

IAA VEHICLE REMARKETING
The IAA Remarketing Division works with government agencies to sell 
thousands of high mileage, lightly damaged vehicles every year. IAA 
buyers in more than 110 countries can purchase vehicles through 
weekly live and live-online auctions. 
Visit IAA-Auctions.com to learn more, 
or contact Kevin Park at (801) 690-4971 
or kpark@iaai.com.

Insurance Auto Auctions
Westchester, Ill.
(801) 690-4971
www.IAA-Auctions.com
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Water & Wastewater Equipment, 
Treatment & Transport Show

WWETT Show Feb. 17–20
Indiana Convention Center, 
Indianapolis, Ind.
wwettshow.com

Environmental services professionals know the most educational 
and enjoyable three days of the year happen at the annual Water 
& Wastewater Equipment, Treatment & Transport Show, taking 
place Feb. 17-20.

Th e hub of new equipment and exciting new 
processes, formerly known as the Pumper & 
Cleaner Environmental Expo International, 
lands again this year at the Indiana Con-
vention Center, Indianapolis, Ind. Among 
the exciting new events scheduled are a 
WWETT Show Kickoff  party at Lucas Oil Sta-
dium, which will happen on both the fi rst and 
second nights of the conference.

More than 600 companies will exhibit 
and dozens of educational profession-
als will attend the three days, offering 
information and industry-oriented ses-
sions about sewer and drain cleaning; 
plumbing, heating and cooling; hydro-
excavation; dewatering and separation; 
project engineering and much more. Live 
demonstrations, such as the ones that took 
place last year on sewer and stormwater 
liner installation and pipe bursting, will be 
scheduled throughout the duration.

Many states approve WWETT education 
sessions for required continuing education 
units or professional development hours, so 

don’t forget to check with your director or 
clerk before you go: Education sessions take 
place Feb. 1–19, and the exhibit hall opens 
Feb. 18 and closes Feb. 20.

After the hard work is done, not to be 
missed is the conference’s fi rst Wastewater 
Brewing Contest. Home brewers and pro-
fessional brewers who incorporated treated 
wastewater into their process will be judged 
in separate categories on the aroma and 
fl avor of their craft beer concoctions.

In addition, the popular Industry Appre-
ciation and Networking Party returns Friday 
night, Feb. 19. Country music star Jerrod Nie-
mann will perform. So if you aren’t registered 
yet, do it now at wwettshow.com. 

A record crowd packed the Water & Waste-
water Equipment, Treatment & Transport 
Show Feb. 23–26, 2015 at the Indianapolis 
Convention Center. The gathering did not 
disappoint: Attendees enjoyed plentiful 
technical education sessions, networking 
events and displays targeted to the indus-
try. (Photo by Chris Smith)

ABOVE: GPS Insight employees 
welcomed guests to the WWETT expo-
sition floor at last year’s conference 
(Photo by Chris Smith) 

BELOW: Pre-register by Jan. 22 to save and 
attend the largest trade show for dewater-
ing, separation, heating, plumbing, septic, 
disposal, waterblasting, engineering, 
hydroexcavation, and water and wastewater 
professionals. (Photo by Chris Smith)
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HYDRAULICALLY DRIVEN 

Welder: 240 Amps DC
Generator:7.5KW 120/240 VAC

• Lightweight Only 165 lbs.
• Compact Size 27L”  x 17H” x 10W”
• Environmentally Clean and Non-Polluting
• Complete Unit is Maintenance Free
• Automatic Current Overload Protection Device
• Provides 120/240 volts
• Optional Pressure Compensating Flow Control
• Patented "Fury Precision Power Coupler Housing" 
• Operates AC tools, air compressors, lights and much more!
• Attach your air compressor to convert to a 3 in 1 system for thousands less

Outstanding Features

Visit Our Website www.fabcopower.com

P.O. Box 582, Chester, NY 10918
tel: (845) 469-9151 •  fax: (845) 469-7871

Super V
Cooler / 3 gal. reservoir

OPTIONS

Protective cover

HYDRO-ARC  7500®

DC WELDER / AC GENERATOR

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS FOR OVER 50 YEARS

•  Alloy, Brass and  
Vinyl Clad.

•  Printed warning  
message.

•  From 1” to 2” with larger 
sizes available.

•  100’s of keyed alike and 
keyed different  
key codes.

800-422-2866
Ph: 951-277-5180
Fax: 951-277-5170   

9168 Stellar Court, Corona, CA 92883
www.laigroup.com                                                                        

sales@laigroup.com

Call for specs on a wide range of 
special locks, hasps and seals.

P740-J-A1

A740C
(1-1/2” • 40mm)

Lock Out Tag Out Hasps and Locks
Direct from The Manufacturer!

RENT-A-FENCE
Need aff ordable security? Let the nation’s leading provider of tem-
porary fence protect your next construction project with economical, 
in-ground post installations, 
panels with stands or other 
custom confi gurations. Call 
National Construction Rent-
als at (800) 352-5675 today.

National Construction 
Rentals
(800) 352-5675
www.rentnational.com

NEW VENTURO WORK VAN CRANE
With the increased demand for work vans in the industry, Venco 
Venturo has developed a small crane application that will increase 
productivity at any job site. Designed for use within the rear cargo 
area, it retains the rugged designs that have set the standard of 

our cranes for generations. 
The new van crane from 

Venturo is coming in 
early 2016.

Venco Venturo 
Industries LLC
Cincinnati, Ohio
(800) 226-2238
www.venturo.com
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Joseph McCarty and his brother, Samuel, 
settled the Aurora, Ill., area, aft er build-
ing a mill on the Fox River. No photos 

are known to exist of Joseph. 
(illustration by Richard Aguirre)

During this nation’s childhood, many adventurous 
souls migrated from the eastern states in search of self-
suffi  cient freedom and fortune. Most simply pointed 
themselves and their worldly possessions westward 
and hoped for the best.

Joseph McCarty, founder of Aurora, Ill., was di� erent.
Carrying the map he had meticulously studied, the 

24-year-old millwright and his travel companion, Je� ry 
Beardslee, set out from Elmira, N.Y., on Nov. 25, 1833, 
along a predetermined route, knowing the exact spot they 
wanted to settle.

They worked their way to the headwaters of the Allegh-
eny River, constructed a suitable dugout watercra�  and 
pushed on toward the Mississippi River, ultimately des-
tined for the head of the Illinois River, where McCarty 
surmised he would � nd excellent waterpower for mill-work.

The trip was arduous. The pair of travelers wintered in 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., where they picked up odd jobs to 
pay their keep until spring. They arrived at their intended 
destination only to � nd the place had been claimed a few 
weeks earlier.

Hearing of an opportune site for a mill on the Fox 
River, they hired a prospector. The trio arrived at a small 
Indian village just north of the present site of Aurora, pop. 
199,963, on April 1, 1834. McCarty immediately laid claim 
to 360 acres on the river’s east side and built a 10-by-
12 log cabin. To capture the rights to the waterpower, he 
claimed 100 acres on the west side of the Fox River.

McCarty then sent for his younger brother, Samuel, 
who arrived in October 1834. By June 1835 the settle-
ment’s eight inhabitants had completed the sawmill.

Drawn by the area’s natural beauty and the fertility of 
the virgin soil, scores of settlers arrived over the next sev-
eral years. The McCarty brothers constructed more mills, 
and the residents of McCarty’s Mill, as the town was � rst 
known, built a school, post o�  ce, library, hotel, several 
bridges and a road to neighboring Naperville.

In 1839, Joseph McCarty took ill while working in the 
� eld. His health steadily declined, and on advice of his 
doctor, he moved to a more congenial climate. He died in 
Alabama the following year at the age of 31. 

Joseph McCarty:
Aurora, Ill.

www.themunicipal.com
The Premier MAGAZINE FOR AMERICA’S MUNICIPALITIES
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Mailed direct to:
City Managers, Fire/Rescue, Police, Street/
Highway, Parks, Utility/Public Works, Fleet/
Transportation and Facility Managers

Every issue online!
CALL YOUR MUNICIPAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE TODAY

(866) 580-1138
Ask for Municipal Sales

By Olvidium

www.olvidium.com
1-877-747-3071

Oblitiroot is a sewer line 
foaming root killer

Sold direct from the manufacturer for 
the best prices.

that leaves a thin 
protective coating against 

new root growth.
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Paul Richard
616.475.7658
616.299.2516 cell
prichard@amhoist.com
www.amhoist.com

Paul Richard
616.475.7658
616.299.2516 cell
prichard@amhoist.com
www.amhoist.com

Paul Richard
616.475.7658
616.299.2516 cell
prichard@amhoist.com
www.amhoist.com

Paul Richard
616.475.7658
616.299.2516 cell
prichard@amhoist.com
www.amhoist.com

Proudly serving Michigan for over 25 years.

Paul Richard
616.475.7658
616.299.2516 cell
prichard@amhoist.com
www.amhoist.com

PVC “Fold & Form” Pipeline
Rehabilitation System BE

FO
RE

AF
TE

R
AF

TE
R

For Relining of: Metal, Clay or Concrete
 non toxic • quickest install

no digging
3” to 36” diameters

15
-0

29

  (205) 314-2498 
DynaLinerLLC.com • info@dynalinerllc.com

303-838-4233 •  www.HighCountryIS.com
Spray Systems for Liquid Deicers

Model 305 L
305 gal. system for long box dually 
1 ton trucks. Min.11,000 lbs. GVW

Model 68 UTV
68 gal. all electric dual pump for 
UTV with 800 lbs. carry capacity

Robinson’s Truck Equipment
1410 E. Eaton-Wheeling Pike

Eaton, IN 47338

(765) 396-3391
RobinsonsTruckEquipment.com

• Lift Gates • Platforms
• Tool Boxes • Snow Plows

• Dump Bodies
• Salt Spreaders
• Service Bodies

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS | INSTALLATIONS

Douglas Poling
DougPoling@yahoo.com

512 W. Main St. (US 36)
Mt. Summit, IN 47361 (New Castle, IN Area)     765-836-5544

Complete Paint and Collision Repair
•  Heavy truck
•   Ag and Construction 

Equipment
•  Industrial Equipment

•  Free Estimates
•   Insurance Company 

Estimates Accepted
•   Sandblasting

We Paint  
The BIG Stuff

keep the heat & aC inside!

no exhausting

OSHA compliant
5 year warranty

no exhausting

no exhausting

no exhausting

no exhausting

no exhausting

WANT CLEAN AIR?

Call 800-234-2473
Rob at 319-231-4711
www.air-vacsystems.com

Removes:
Welding/Diesel smoke
Grinding dust
Paint overspray
Heavy odors
Coolant mist

DestRoys:
Chemical pollutants
Toxic Gases
VOC’s
Carcinogens
Mold/viruses

moDeL m-30Uv:
InDUstRIaL 
aIR-CLeaneR
First ever 3000cfm 
5 stage air cleaner 
with PCO technology,  
the most advanced 
filtration technology 
on the market.
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2014 CENTAUR DEALER DEMO
34 hp. turbo diesel, low 
hours. ........MAKE AN OFFER

LEOS ALL SEASON VEHICLES •  CHARDON, OH
440-285-1730 •  LEOSARGO.COM

1999 Lincoln navigator Limo
4WD, in great shape, has all 
the bells and whistles, only  
105,000 mi. .......... $17,500 OBO

caLL 715-459-2172

1993 Lincoln Town Car Limo
14 passenger, great shape, 174,000 mi.   .  .  .

$6,900 OBO

CaLL 715-459-2172

Move Cars with your Forklift!
The Forklift Wrecker is an attachment 
that allows anyone with a forklift to move 
cars quick and easy, no hydraulics.  
See it in action at forkliftwrecker.com   
Made in the USA. . . . $2,145 + freight

ForkliFtwreCker.CoMPhone: 877-593-6959

How To Get a Fair Price
Get a Fair Price For Your Department’s Used 
Fire Truck. 1-Minute Video:
www.youtube.com/user/FiretecFireTrucks

FIRETEC USED APPARATUS SALES
800-FIRETEC (347-3832) 

WWW.USEDFIRETRUCKS.COM 

SNOW PUSHER
Brand new, ready for pickup, available in 6 ft–14 
ft. for skid steers and backhoes, adjustable 
and reversible 2,600 PSI rubber edge, made in  
Martinsville.  ................... starting at $1,200

EXPRESS STEEL INC. •  MARTINSVILLE, IN
317-657-5017 •  WWW.EXPRESSSTEELINC.COM

(2) 2015 Mack GU713s
Mack MP7 405M eng., Allison 6-sp. AT, AM/FM/CD stereo, 
AC, TS, CC, htd. mirrors, LEDs, locking differential, 20,000# 
front 44,000# rear, 60,000# Galbreath hoist, Pioneer tarper  
w/adjustable gantry and toolbox,  mi. range 51,000–53,000, 
ultra nice county trucks!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Call for pricing

 NASHVILLE, TN •  615-200-4265
CAPITALCITYTRUCK@COMCAST.NET

2012 International 7400
Maxforce DT466 eng., Allison 6-sp. AT, AM/
FM stereo, AC, TS, CC, exc. tires, 27,000 act. 
mi., 22 yd. Heil Rapid Rail ASL w/Python Arm 
& camera system, ultra nice southern munici-
pal truck! ................... A steal at 115,500!

 NASHVILLE, TN •  615-200-4265
CAPITALCITYTRUCK@COMCAST.NET

2010 International 7400
300 hp. Maxforce 9 engine, Allison 5-sp. AT, AM/
FM stereo, CC, AC, camera system, 78,000 act. mi., 
with a Heil 27 yard commercial Powertrack rear load 
body.   .  .  .  .  .A steal at only $79,500! 

 NASHVILLE, TN •  615-200-4265
CAPITALCITYTRUCK@COMCAST.NET

2004 Ford Rescue Truck
Aluminum, w/generator and light 
tower, only 8,065 mi.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Asking $45,000

ADIRONDACK FIRE EQUIPMENT
800-635-4552 •  WWW.ADIRONDACKFIRE.COM 

E-MAIL AFESALES@GMAIL.COM
FOR DETAILS AND PHOTOS

Let us take your machine from this… To this!

Before After

Specializing in the reconditioning of  
Mobil Street Sweepers.

50 Bala Ridge Road, Oxford, CT 06478
Phone: 203-267-6845

Fax: 203-267-4643

Authorized Dealer for the state of Connecticut. 
Johnston is the world’s #1 manufacturer of street 

sweepers & street-sweeping equipment.

The “Easy Sweep” ES351 
Mechanical Sweeper 
is Johnston’s newest 

model. It offers superior 
performance, comfort 
and drivability that any 

operator will appreciate.
Tri-State Equipment Rebuilding offers a full rebuilding program on all Mobil street sweepers. 

*formerly a factory authorized rebuilder. We also have a large selection of new & used street sweeper parts. 

Visit our website at WWW.TRISTATEEQUIP.NET for more information
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Hackney Service Van Shelving
Hackney aluminum and metal shelving 
packages for Ford Transit and box trucks.  
Maximizes internal storage capacity. Easy 
user install or ship thru options.

FOR PRICING VISIT
WWW.VTHACKNEYPARTS.COM

New 2015 Ford F-450 Dump
4x4, Diesel, AT, AC, PW, PL, MTE-
ZEE 9' rigid side dump, 3–4 yards 
capacity, Stk. #FN15162   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

$52,500 or better – 
Call for Special Municipal Discounts

Wetzel Ford Fleet SaleS • richmond, in
call Brad 765-969-2855 • BroBinSon@Wetzelauto.com

2006 E-One Advantage Rescue 
Command Center Fire Truck
Mint cond., loaded, ready to go! Low mile-
age, red, stk. # 114021. Was $139,000  .  .  .  .

Reduced to $125,000
VISONE AUTO • EAST BERNSTADT, KY

606-843-9889 • TERRY.VISONE@ROADRUNNER.cOm

New Transit/Hackney Service Body
In Stock 2015 Ford Transit 370 HP/V6 
gas/10,360 GVW with Hackney 12’ ½” body 
complete with service shelving and trays.

Call for Price
VIEW INVENTORY AT

WWW.HACKNEYSERVICE.COM

1996 E-One Pumper Truck
1,500 GPM pump, certified tank test avail-
able, 400 hp Cummins diesel engine., only 
16,000 mi., ready to put into service  .  .  .  .  .  .

$50,000
VISONE AUTO • EAST BERNSTADT, KY

606-843-9889 • TERRY.VISONE@ROADRUNNER.cOm

2012 Int’l 4300 MaxxForce DT 
230 hp., AT-OD, air ride susp., air brakes, 
AC, TS, under 26,000# GVW, alum. tank, 
97,000 mi. We can build a truck to your 
needs!   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $42,500

Municipal Motors • bluffton, in
260-565-4160 • scott@MunicipalMotorsinc.coM

2012 Int’l 4300 Box Truck 
26 ft. box with alum. lift, 128,000 mi., MFDT 
230 hp., AT, under CDL, alum. fuel tank, air 
brakes, air ride, new tires.   .  .  .  .$30,500

Municipal Motors • bluffton, in
260-565-4160 • www.MuicipalMotorinc.coM
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Expanded 
educational slate 
covers all aspects 
of the work truck 
industry
FARMINGTON HILLS, 
MICH. — Th e Work Truck Show 
2016 will feature a unifi ed educational sched-
ule, allowing Work Truck Show and Green Truck Summit 
attendees to learn about a wider range of topics aff ecting 
their organizations. By selecting an educational package for 
either event, registrants can attend any Work Truck Show or 
Green Truck Summit-related concurrent session.

Th e combined conference is North America’s largest work 
truck event. Produced annually by NTEA, Th e Association for 
the Work Truck Industry, the 2016 show will be held March 
1–4 at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis, Ind. 
Educational sessions and the Green Truck Summit begin 
March 1, with exhibits opening March 2.

Registration is available at worktruckshow.com. Join the 
Work Truck Show conversation on Facebook at facebook.
com/Th eWorkTruckShow and on Twitter at @WorkTruck-
Show with the offi  cial Work Truck Show and Green Truck 
Summit hashtags: #worktrucks16 and #greentrucks16.

ATSSA expo: Free 
admission for 
transportation 
employees, others
FREDERICKSBURG, VA. — Trans-
portation employees, law 
enforcement offi  cers and emer-
gency responders are invited to attend, 
free of charge, the American Traffi  c Safety Services Asso-
ciation’s 46th annual Convention & Traffi  c Expo and 
workshops from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2, at the 
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. ATSSA’s Traffi  c Expo 
features 500 exhibit booths, displaying innovative roadway 
safety products and a variety of roadway safety equipment 
on 200,000-square-feet of the exhibit hall fl oor. Traffi  c Expo 
is the largest trade show for roadway safety products and 
services in North America.

Th e free invitation includes admission to the exhibition 
fl oor and a wide variety roadway safety workshops. A com-
plete schedule is available on ATSSA’s website, www.atssa.
com, at the “Events” tab.

Transportation offi  cials can access ATSSA’s 46th annual 
Convention & Traffi  c Expo by presenting their offi  cial iden-
tifi cation at the registration desk beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

— Trans-
portation employees, law 
enforcement offi  cers and emer-
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I
magine a town, Tidyville, where the citizens are ever-
vigilant about the beauty and safety of its streets and sidewalks. A 
small church, new to the area, begins holding weekly services at 
various temporary locations throughout the city. Th e church puts 
up signs along the streets near that week’s location, announcing 

the time for its services and directions to the site. Th e signs are poorly 
made, with cardboard and permanent marker, and are over  feet tall, 
blocking drivers’ views of the road. Th e church continually forgets to 
remove the signs, requiring the city’s waste services to do so. Following 
a large uproar from Tidyville’s constituents, the municipality passes a 
sign ordinance limiting “temporary directional signs” like the church’s 
to 6 square feet and a 48-hour maximum duration. Tidyville is allowed 
to do this under the U.S. Constitution, right?

In Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 135 S.Ct. 2218 (2015), the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s answer was no: Municipalities cannot regulate signs in this 
way without satisfying strict scrutiny, a high legal burden that is nearly 
impossible to meet. Th e Supreme Court in Reed had before it an ordi-
nance similar to that described above, which also regulated “ideological 
signs” and “political signs,” among other classifi cations. Citing its First 
Amendment precedent protecting free speech, the Supreme Court held 
that such a sign ordinance was subject to strict scrutiny because it 
regulated signs based on “the topic discussed or the 
idea or message expressed.” Th e problem was not 
the regulation of a sign’s size or the durational limit. 
Instead, it was the ordinance’s picking out “tempo-
rary directional signs” for specifi c regulation, while 
leaving signs covering other topics of communica-
tion unregulated or regulated diff erently.

Th e Reed decision signifi cantly expands the 
number of laws subject to strict scrutiny, render-
ing ordinances previously thought to be on safe First Amendment 
ground vulnerable to a successful free speech challenge and greatly 
complicating the task of writing laws impacting speech. Follow-
ing Reed, municipalities need to review ordinances already on the 
books to check for any content-specifi c language and be careful 
to avoid such language when crafting ordinances going forward.

Content-based or content-neutral
Under First Amendment judicial review, any law regulating speech is 
subject to either intermediate or strict scrutiny. Strict scrutiny applies 
to laws that regulate based on the content of the speech and almost 
guarantees a law will be found unconstitutional. Intermediate scru-
tiny applies to laws regulating other features of speech — typically its 
time, place or manner — and is substantially easier to survive because 
courts are more deferential to legislatures when performing this level 
of review.

When deciding which review applies, courts ask whether a statute 
or ordinance is content-based. Before Reed, most judges analyzed this 
issue by asking whether the government had adopted a regulation of 
speech because of disagreement with the message conveyed. Laws 
with a legitimate purpose, like aesthetics or safety, and not aimed 
at a particular idea or to censor a specifi c message typically came 
under intermediate scrutiny, even if the law picked out a topic like 

“directional signs.” Following Reed, these non-censorial ordinances 
are likely subject to strict scrutiny.

Th e Supreme Court clarifi ed that a statute or ordinance is content-
based under the First Amendment if it “applies to particular speech 
because of the topic discussed or the idea or message expressed.” 
Strictly interpreted, this includes any type of message, even mundane 
ones like communicating directions. As a simple rule of thumb, a law 
is content-based and subject to strict scrutiny after Reed if, to enforce 
it, the police offi  cer or other government agent needs to know the 
content of the sign or person’s speech in order to determine whether 
that speaker or sign violates the law.

Reed applies to more than signs
Since the Reed decision was handed down, the Supreme Court and 

lower courts have applied it to other laws, including panhan-
dling ordinances, a prohibition against political robocalls 

and a ban on posting photographs of election bal-
lots on social media. In fact, courts interpreting 
Reed have not yet placed any limits on its reach, 

except as to commercial speech. At this point, then, 
it appears that all laws impacting speech, other than 

possibly commercial speech, fall under Reed.

How municipalities should respond
What should a municipality do after Reed? Consider the folks in 
Tidyville. As explained by the Supreme Court, Tidyville could pass 
a similar sign regulation and still avoid strict scrutiny, by avoid-
ing regulation using descriptions like “temporary directional” or 

“political” signs. Instead, Tidyville should focus on non-speech 

Municipalities face greater burden to 
justify regulation of speech under recent 
U.S. Supreme Court decision

By JOHN YOUNG JR. 
and NEAL GRIFFIN

ing ordinances previously thought to be on safe First Amendment 
ground vulnerable to a successful free speech challenge and greatly 
complicating the task of writing laws impacting speech. Follow-
ing Reed, municipalities need to review ordinances already on the 
books to check for any content-specifi c language and be careful 
to avoid such language when crafting ordinances going forward.
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aspects, like the sign’s size, building materials, lighting, moving parts 
and portability, to remain content-neutral. Although a statute or ordi-
nance reviewed under intermediate scrutiny is not guaranteed to 
be found valid, as there are other hurdles that need to be overcome 
to survive intermediate review, the chances of a court fi nding a law 
constitutional under intermediate scrutiny are exponentially better 
than strict scrutiny.

Outside the context of signs, imagine that Tidyville had two addi-
tional problems involving speech: people aggressively asking for 
money from tourists in a booming sector of Tidyville’s downtown, 
causing some not to visit Tidyville again out of fear for their safety, 
and local groups, including sports teams, activists and charities, 
entering Tidyville’s roadways to request donations or to pass out 

political literature to vehicle occu-
pants, which the town fi nds to be 
a dangerous activity. 

“Following Reed, many 
ordinances and statutes already 
on the books will be considered 
content-based, subject to strict 
scrutiny and, thus, on extremely 
shaky constitutional ground.”

political literature to vehicle occu-
pants, which the town fi nds to be 
a dangerous activity. 

NTEA welcomes senior 
director of technical services
FARMINGTON HILLS, MICH. — NTEA, Th e 
Association for the Work Truck Indus-
try, recently appointed Susan Dehne as 
senior director of technical services. NTEA 
selected Dehne for this newly created role 
based on her extensive industry knowledge and engineer-
ing expertise. She brings approximately 30 years of original 
equipment manufacturer engineering and management 
experience and will lead the Technical Services Department 
as the association continues to expand those off erings on 
behalf of its membership and the industry as a whole.

During her career Dehne has held various leadership 
positions at Ford Motor Company and Chrysler. At both com-
panies she led teams in the creation and implementation of 
vehicle and system processes and designed new organizations.

At Ford she gained insight into multistage commercial vehi-
cles supporting the Econoline van platform. She also served 
as chief nameplate engineer for the Super Duty vehicle line 
and was responsible for the production launch of 6.0- and 
.3-liter Power Stroke diesel engines into the Econoline and 
F-Series. She continued to build on her automotive expertise 
while serving as director of advance vehicle engineering at 
Chrysler: In this role she was responsible for vehicle packaging, 
studio engineering, human machine interface and ergonom-
ics, and advance engineering studies. 

Lifesaving roadway safety 
devices, new inventions at 
ATSSA expo
FREDERICKSBURG, VA. — Th e American Traf-
fi c Safety Services Association’s 46th annual 
Convention & Traffi  c Expo, North America’s 
largest trade show for roadway safety prod-
ucts and services, kicks off  Jan. 31 at the Ernest 
N. Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, La.

Nearly 3,000 roadway safety professionals from 52 coun-
tries will display and demonstrate lifesaving roadway safety 
products on 200,000 square feet of exhibit hall. Products 
include bright refl ective signs, roadway striping, lighting, 
refl ective garments and work zone safety equipment.

Traffi  c Expo is scheduled from noon to 5:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
31; 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 1; and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 2. In addition to Traffi  c Expo, visit the New Products 
Showcase Event at the convention center from :30 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 31. With a limit of no more than 20 ATSSA Traffi  c 
Expo exhibitors, the New Products Showcase Event features the 
newest and most innovative products and services to attendees.

For more information, visit www.atssa.com. 
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John Young Jr. is a partner in Stinson 
Leonard Street’s St. Louis office. He 
has been trying cases for 40 years in 
courtrooms across the United States, 
representing clients in First Amendment, 
complex business, financial and real 
estate disputes.

Neal Griffin is also an attorney in Stinson 
Leonard Street’s St. Louis office. He has 
represented clients before state and fed-
eral courts in business and commercial 
litigation, First Amendment, estate litiga-
tion and product liability matters.

Recently, Young and Griffi  n defended the 
city of Desloge, Mo., in a First Amendment 
challenge fi led by the Ku Klux Klan to one 
of its ordinances prohibiting distribution 
by a pedestrian in the roadways. The 
Eighth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals vali-
dated the constitutionality of the city’s 
ordinance provision.

It is already clear that Tidyville should not pass an ordinance 
prohibiting “panhandlers” from requesting immediate donations 
of money. A federal court of appeals has already applied Reed to 
such an ordinance and found it to be content-based, thus, subject-
ing it to strict scrutiny. Norton v. City of Springfield, 612 Fed.Appx. 
386 (th Cir. 2015). Even a complete ban on “panhandling” — one 
covering requests for money immediately or later on — may not 
avoid strict scrutiny. This is because a “request for money or other 
things of value” may be considered a message or topic, leaving 
unregulated other messages, like requests for directions to the 
nearest public bathroom or church groups asking others to join 
their Sunday service.

What might a “neutral” ordinance governing these situations look 
like? One possible example is an ordinance regulating in-roadway 
distribution considered by the U.S. Court of Appeals prior to Reed. 
Th e ordinance in Traditionalist American Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan v. City of Desloge, 5 F.3d 969 (8th Cir. 
2014), prohibits persons from standing in or 
entering upon the roadways “for the purpose 
of distributing anything to the occupant of 
any vehicle,” but leaves open distribution 
on the sidewalks, in public parks and other 
public spaces. Th is distribution regulation 
impacts speech because it restricts individu-
als, like the imagined activists in Tidyville, 

from distributing literature, political or otherwise, to vehicle occu-
pants while standing in the roadways. But, on its face, it also impacts 
non-speech distribution — the handing of a cup of coff ee, candy or 
anything else to someone in a vehicle. Th e ordinance in the city of 
Desloge does not single out a particular message or topic for special 
regulation; it is neutral as to the message’s content and a police offi  -
cer would not need to know the message conveyed, or if a message 
was conveyed at all, to enforce it.

Review already-existing laws
Following Reed, many ordinances and statutes 

already on the books will be considered con-
tent-based, subject to strict scrutiny and, thus, 
on extremely shaky constitutional ground. 
To avoid this, municipalities should review 
existing ordinances and regulations impact-

ing speech and take the necessary steps to 
remove references to messages, topics or ideas 
and then follow these principles when passing 

new laws. A proactive, well-planned review and 
revision of vulnerable ordinances by a constitu-
tional law expert should allow the municipality 
to avoid getting bogged down in a manpower 

and legal expense drain on its resources in the 
event of a legal challenge. 

things of value” may be considered a message or topic, leaving 
unregulated other messages, like requests for directions to the 
nearest public bathroom or church groups asking others to join 

What might a “neutral” ordinance governing these situations look 
like? One possible example is an ordinance regulating in-roadway 
distribution considered by the U.S. Court of Appeals prior to Reed. 
Th e ordinance in Traditionalist American Knights of the Ku Klux 

Review already-existing laws
Following Reed, many ordinances and statutes 

Extinguishes fires 8x faster than plain water
Reduces heat, smoke and vapors
Promotes fire fighter safety
Helps prevent re-ignition
Non-corrosive, non-toxic and non-hazardous
Effective with all foam systems including CAFS

FIRE SUPPRESSION PRODUCTS

BETTER THAN FOAM!
For Use on - “A”, “A/B”, “B”, “D”, “K” fires

Available in 5 gallon pails and 55 gallon drums
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Record number of New Green 
Truck Summit educational 
opportunities
FARMINGTON HILLS, MICH. — The 
Green Truck Summit, the premier 
alternative fuels and advanced 
technology conference held annu-
ally in conjunction with The Work 
Truck Show, features a more com-
prehensive educational program for 
2016. The event includes a full day of 
in-depth general sessions on cutting-edge innovations for 
vocational trucks on March 1. Attendees can also choose 
from more than 30 Green Truck Summit and Work Truck 
Show concurrent sessions covering a range of topics 
March 2–3.

Produced by NTEA, the Green Truck Summit takes place at 
the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis, Ind. It kicks 
off  March 1 at 8:30 a.m. with opening remarks and a keynote 
address, followed by general sessions that run through 5 p.m. 
Lunch and a networking reception at 5:15 p.m. are included. 
Work Truck Show exhibits are open March 2–4.

At the summit, representatives from leading fl eets will 
share insights about their real-world experiences select-
ing and deploying new truck technologies. Attendees can 
take part in concurrent sessions on new developments in 
greenhouse gas regulations or the latest advancements 
in vehicle lightweighting, or select from a range of other 
Work Truck Show-related topics. For a complete schedule 
of Green Truck Summit general sessions, visit ntea.com/
greentrucksummit/schedule. 

Record number of New Green 

Use Mineral Point Liquid Deicer® 
The most widely used and most cost 
effective liquid deicer on the market.

Mineral Point Liquid Deicer®

312.802.2244 | mineralpointliquid.com

Salt shortage worries? No problem!

PUBLIC SAFETY WORKFORCE OPTIMIZATION
Aladtec is the leading online employee scheduling and workforce 
management system in the public safety sector. Aladtec provides an 
integrated platform for scheduling, time and attendance, forms, cer-
tifi cation tracking, payroll reporting, fi le storage, document manage-
ment and other specialized tools for eff ective workforce optimization. 
For a free trial, visit www.aladtec.com or 
call (888) 749-5550.

Aladtec
Hudson, Wis.
(888) 749-5550
www.aladtec.com

COMPACT TRACTOR CAB SYSTEM 
Curtis introduces cab systems for Kubota L3301 and L3901 compact 
tractors. The cabs are available in two versions: premium all-steel 
and standard version with acrylic door windows and 
vinyl rear panel. Both cabs feature tilt-out windshields 
for excellent ventilation and pin-hinged doors for 
easy removal in warmer weather. 

Curtis Industries LLC
Worcester, Mass.
(508) 853-2200
www.CurtisCab.com
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NO RAMP TRAILERS
Eliminate injuries, save time and money and avoid equipment dam-
age with No Ramp trailers. No heavy ramps that lead to pulled back 
muscles, smashed feet or severed fi ngers. Load or unload with or 
without the tow vehicle being attached, saving time. The low ap-
proach angle helps avoid 
equipment damage.

No Ramp Trailers
Granger, Ind.
(574) 849-4073
www.noramp.com
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4421 S US 231 Greencastle IN 4421 S US 231 Greencastle IN  

765765-765-653653-653-7158 or  8127158 or  812-7158 or  812-208208-208-56575657 

www.facebook.com/JTNServicesIncwww.facebook.com/JTNServicesInc 

Specializing in Emergency Lighting Products Since 1991 

At JTN Services, Inc. our goal is to provide 
customized, unique, creative, functional, and 
most of all, affordable installations that fit 
every client's budget. We work with each of 
our customers for personal satisfaction to 
get the installation package that is what is 
needed within their budget. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bill Newgent 
JTN Services, Inc. 

ANDY MOHR FORD
COMMERCIAL DEPT.

PLAINFIELD, IN  (317) 279-7140
CONTACT 

KENT GOLDMAN fleet9000@aol.com
TOM DATZMAN TomHdatzman@aol.comwww.AndyMohrFord.com

CLOSEOUT 2014 POLICE VEHICLES

CONTACT KENT GOLDMAN AT 317-279-7141

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

JTN Services & Andy Mohr Ford Commercial Dept. are working together to provide you Police Vehicles equipped to fit your specifications

FREE STALKER PATROL RADAR WITH PURCHASE OF ANY INTERCEPTOR

2016 FORD POLICE  
INTERCEPTOR UTILITIES

2016 FORD POLICE  
INTERCEPTOR UTILITIES

2015 FORD F550
4x4, alumin. bed salt spreader, dump w/Boss snowplow, 

powerstroke diesel, AT, AC, power group
$78,950

2016 FORD F-550 XLT
Jerr-Dan 20’, Low profile, Powerstroke diesel, HT,

Power group, Limit slip.
$74,940

2015 EX MARK UTV 
4x4, 700cc, liquid-cooled, 3-pass.

$12,900

2014 DODGE CHARGER POLICE INTERCEPTOR
RWD, Whalen equip., full lights, road-ready, only 11,000 mi.

GOVERNMENT PRICED ONLY $22,900

mailto:fleet9000@aol.com
http://www.AndyMohrFord.com
mailto:TomHdatzman@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/JTNServicesInc


Source: Source: 247wallst.com/special-report/2015/07/14/
10-cities-where-incomes-are-growing-and-shrinking-the-fastest/3/

Illustration: Richard Aguirre & Shutterstock

As an average, personal incomes 
have inched up each year since 
the end of the recession. Some 
metropolitan areas contrib-
ute to their residents’ growth; 
although in 100 urban regions, 
personal incomes have actually 
seen declines.

24/7 Wall St. reviewed met-
ropolitan statistical areas with 
the largest personal income 
growths and the greatest 
declines. Above are the ones to 
be commended, where incomes 
are growing the fastest.

According to 24/7 Wall St., 
growth rates were calculated 
based on total real personal 
income — including compensa-
tion and income from property, 
minus contributions to the gov-
ernment — for all people in each 
city. Since growth rates were 
based on aggregate incomes, an 
increase in a city’s working-age 
population was oft en a major 
driver of growth.

More of the explanation for 
such documented growth reads, 
in part: “Income growth is also 

strongly associated with eco-
nomic expansion. Oft en, activity 
within a particular industry 
accounted for the bulk of the 
changes in total income gen-
erated in the area. With the 
exception of Danville, Ill., the 
economies of all of the top 10 
metro areas for income growth 
expanded faster than the 
nation’s 2013 GDP growth rate 
of 1.7 percent. The opposite was 
generally true for the cities with 
declining incomes.” 

TOP
TEN

Cities where incomes are 
growing the fastest

#10. 
Houma-Thibodaux, LA:          

$47,983

#9. 
St. George, UT:

$29,684

#8. 
Provo-Orem, UT:

$27,760
#7. 

Merced, CA:
$31,153

#4. 
Monroe, MI:

$38,681

#5. 
Boise City, ID:

$36,309

#3. 
Danville, IL:

$42,398

#2. 
Janesville-Beloit, WI:               

$38,449#1. 
Sioux City, IA-NE-SD:

$45,500#6. 
                   Vallejo-Fair�eld, CA:

$34,549

 Current Per capita income 
 Income growth in 2013
 Income growth 2008-2013
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Call Brent
260-437-4577
Phone: (260) 565-3177
Fax: (260) 565-4177
Email: brent@imelmotorsales.com
Call for References

ASK ABOUT OUR 
DELIVERY SERVICE

MEDIUM DUTY TRUCKS
MOTOR SALES

Check our 
website for 
financing

Check us out on the web
www.imelsales.com

www.imelsales.com

Check us out on the web
www.imelmotorsales.com

Call Brent
260-437-4577
Phone: (260) 565-3177
Fax: (260) 565-4177
Email: brent@imelmotorsales.com
Call for References

ASK ABOUT OUR 
DELIVERY SERVICE

www.imelmotorsales.com

MEDIUM DUTY TRUCKS
MOTOR SALES

Check our 
website for 
financing

WHY BUY NEW? 
STRETCH YOUR BUDGET LIKE MANY 

OTHER MUNICIPALITIES HAVE!

33
 GVw

26
 GVwLOw

MILES

2009 INTERNATIONAL 4300
Oklahoma truck, 250 hp. DT466, Allison AT, 

33,000# GVW, all new snowplow pkg. w/
central hyd. & stainless tail gate sanders.

$65,000

2006 GMC 7500
Southern truck, pre emission 7.8 Duramax in line, 6 cyl. 
diesel, AT, hydr. brakes, under CDL, new 10’ snow plow 
pkg. 10’ dump w/heavy hoist, central controls, stainless 

tailgate, salter sander, 10’ Boxx plow

$56,800

(3) 2009 INTERNATIONAL 4400 
LONG wHEELBASE TANDEMS

DT466 big horsepower diesels, big Allison AT, 52,000# GVW, air ride 
cab/susp., low mi., all matched, 3 avail., 

 AC, CC, stereo, seats 3, paint your color available!

$48,500 EACH

Road Pro 36-Series
The Meyer® Road Pro™ 36-Series is the 
biggest and toughest snow plow in the Meyer 
line, the perfect match for 26,000 - 33,000 
lb. GVW trucks. It leaves only the cleanest 
surface behind and is the answer to clearing 
even the snowiest municipal roads.

™™

Introducing Imel Motor Sales — Your New Meyer 
Products Municipal Snow Equipment Dealer

We have your Road Pro 32 & Road Pro 36
10’ & 11’ road plows in stock and ready for delivery.

REINVENTED EVERY DAY.

Road Pro 32-Series
The Meyer® Road Pro™ 32-Series was 
designed for municipalities and larger contrac-
tors with 9,300 – 26,000-pound GVW trucks. 
Available in three lengths, all moldboards in this 
series are 32-inches-high and good for clearing 
side streets, parking lots and cul-de-sac.

2 TO 
CHOOSE

ATTN: FIRE TRUCK BUILDERS 
AND STATIONS – 

GREAT TRUCKS FOR TANKERS

mailto:brent@imelmotorsales.com
http://www.imelsales.com
http://www.imelsales.com
mailto:brent@imelmotorsales.com


AT-GM-4001AT-GM-4001

$720.86
GMC style 54 Gallon Tank

$661.28
International style 
50 Gallon Tank

$720.86
GMC style 54 Gallon Tank

$661.28
International style 
50 Gallon Tank

AT-IN-2001

AT-IN-3002

As a factory-direct replacement and custom tank manufacturer, Alumitank can produce a wide variety of tanks in many 
configurations and quantities.  Serving DOTs since 2001, Alumitank is the preferred choice of municipalities throughout the 
Midwest and across the nation.

All Tanks FMCSA Approved
MADE IN THE USA with PREMIUM American Materials

8

www.alumitank.com

8

www.alumitank.com

http://www.alumitank.com
http://www.alumitank.com



